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Welcome to the monthly newsletter to our membership. Our club season 
runs from September to June each year with the exception of December 
meeting EVERY FOURTH THURSDAY of the month. 

Our website is located at: www.mvar.almontecentral.ca   

February 2006 Issue 11 Volume 5

Carleton Place Heritage 
    In 1887 a huge stone roundhouse was built to service the steamers employing 
about 200 men. It was closed when CPR consolidated operations with a new 
roundhouse built in Smiths Falls. Today the wool growers have occupied it since 
1941 and it still has tracks in the stall areas. The stone station was also abandoned 
when VIA Rail eliminated passenger service out west but was eventually made into 
the Station Daycare after the town purchased it. 

Station 
Daycare 

2004 
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 About the Rail Link and MVAR 

HE RAIL LINK is published normally 
on a monthly basis, provided articles 
are submitted (except for July August 

and December) by the Mississippi Valley 
Associated Railroaders (MVAR) . MVAR is a 
not-for-profit club with an interest in railroading. 
The club meets informally every Saturday 
morning for breakfast, and formally every fourth 
Thursday of the month (except for July, August 
and December) for clinics, workshops, or dinner 
meetings. 

Opinions expressed in THE RAIL LINK are 
those of the NEWS EDITOR or the AUTHOR 
concerned and are not necessarily those of the 
club. Information contained in THE RAIL LINK 
may be copied or used for personal usage provided 
that the author and THE RAIL LINK are credited.  

Club membership fees are currently $10.00 
per year. Inquiries may be forwarded to any 
MVAR club member. 

 
Any article, news items and letters are 
welcomed in hand written hard copy, 
WordPerfect, Microsoft Word or HTML. 
All materials sent to the editor via E-Mail, 
such as prints, copies of photos would be 
deleted once it has been distributed in the 
intended article. All items should be 
forwarded to the News Editor: 
John D. Morin,  
90 Victoria St., Carleton Place, ON. ,  
K7C 2W4  
Or  E-mail johnmorin@rogers.com  

The deadline for submission of items to the 
newsletter is by the second Thursday of each 
month. This will allow for the timely printing of 
the newsletter. The editor wishes to thank all those 
who have contributed articles, items and photos 
for this issue. 
 
The MVAR Executive for the 
term 2005-2006 is: 
Position: Name and Telephone 
Chairman:  Robert Browning 

          623-2517 
Treasurer:  Norman Card 

           257-7498 
Secretary: Gary Gillis                   

256-9438 
Special Events  
Co-ordinator: 

NOBODY 
            XXX-XXXX 

Editor – Badges &        
Webmaster 

John Morin 
            257-4578 

Club Archivist:  Ron Legge                 
257-5110 

Past Chairman 
 

Yogi Sepp 
            267-5250 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 

The Newsletter of the Mississippi Valley Associated Club Carleton Place, Ontario 

HIGHLIGHTS  
. Executive Report 
. Program Change 
. Speaker Report 
. Addition to the Video Library 
. Tales from the Victoria Central Railway 
 
. Have your say – Send articles to the Editor  
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Robert, Gary, Ron, Norm, & John 

Executive Report 
     An Executive meeting was held on February 6 
2006. Discussion on to move the HOTRAK 
meeting which would have been held in February 
and CANCELLED into the April meeting which 
was to have been the Smiths Falls Railway 
Museum with same speaker. Many had been 
asking for this program and we thought it would 
be a good fit.  
NOTE: HOTRAK will be held on April 27 2006 
hopefully at the Community Room at Steve’s 
Independent Store on McNeely. To be 
confirmed. 
     The SFRM meeting was rescheduled to take 
place in October 2006 with the membership to 
discuss whether to have it on a regular Thursday 
Clinic night or on a Saturday. 
      Next meeting will be a MEMBERS CLINIC 
and Wilfred Nicolas and Doug Lake will be 
presenters so far. For those members in the club 
going way back to 1987, it was noted that next 
year will be the 20th year of the club 1987-2007. 
The Executive began discussions on what we’ll do 
in Celebration which will presented at September 
2006 Dinner meeting. 
 

 
Norman Card 

Treasurer Report 
   The membership list attached in this issue of the 
Rail Link, has those persons not PAID removed. If 
you still wish to become a member, the fees are 

only $10.00. Please see me. Norman Card 

 

 

Program Report 
Note Change: 
HOTRAK & SFRM programs have bee altered. 
Please see Executive report for further details. 
 
 

  
John Morin 

Speaker Report 
    On January 26 2006 many members met at the 
7th West Restaurant for our DINNER MEETING 
to kick-off the remainder of the year. Once again 
the members enjoyed a wonderful buffet of roast 
beef, salad and desserts.  

 

 
   Our guest speaker for the evening was Mr. Bob 
Meldrum, who gave a slideshow on Steam 2004, 
on a trip out to the west coast which he had taken. 
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Canadian Pacific Railway – No. 2816 EMPRESS  

         
    A trip was made to British Columbia on CPR 
EMPRESS Steamer 4-6-4 by Bob Meldrum and 
many tourists from England. The CPR despite 
being on a busy rail line corridor accommodated 
the group by many run passes for photo 
opportunities to the group, with one being at the 
famous Morant’s Curve. 
    This Canadian Pacific Locomotive was built at 
the Montreal Locomotive Works (MLW) in 1930 
and was assigned out west logging about 2 million 
miles on both passenger which she was designed 
for and also freight service. In 1963 she was 
retired and sold to Steam Town U.S.A. In 1998 the 
CPR wanted a locomotive to celebrate its 100th 
year of service, so it struck a deal with the Steam 
town Museum to transfer Railway equipment to 
the site in return for 2816.  
     This locomotive and F7 1400 were transported 
out west. In 1999 began a extensive over haul of 
2816 converting her from coal to oil burning 
which took about two years. For about a year local 
trials were conducted before it first regular run. 
     Bob also provided some steamer shots at Steam 
Town U.S.A. on the turntable, and then returned to 
the 2816 at if came east to Montreal. 
     The talk was extremely interesting, and we 
have gained Bob as a member to our club so on 
behalf of the members welcome aboard. 
 
      As a footnote: Bob Meldrum has joined our 
fine club, so from all of us WELCOME. 

  

 
 

Articles of Interest to the club are 
always welcome by your Editor 

 
Article Available 

“Railroading in the Netherlands” 
By Member: John Soehner 
Thanks for the Contribution 

 
   This will be on a separate document due 
to formatting of it.  
 
 

 
Come and get on board. Reports about our 

members whether it is a layout activity, special 
news about someone PRINT IT HERE!!! 

  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Victoria Central Railway 

By John Morin  
   
     Well some of us have model railways which 
are perhaps completed or a work in process. I 
guess it does not hurt to broadcast your 
achievements as does another regular OMR 
reporter. 
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      I have an N scale layout which I started in 
1994 and chose that scale because I enjoyed the 
fact that you are close and yet you get the depth 
perception. Another reason is the transportation of 
it to train shows – about 50 cars, 7 locomotives all 
in a small Pullman luggage container. What would 
that equate to in HO? Well this all sounds just 
great until you have to place a car on the tracks 
after a derailment or an earthquake as I jar the 
table sometimes. 
      I guess this is why modellers tend to go for the 
HO scale and others the bigger the better. I was 
lucky to have purchased a table with cookie cutter 
design from a member who was moving for a real 
good price. Well I was sure excited about that and 
tried to run trains, but did not like the layout 
design so tore up the track. 
      Well I guess you learn by your mistakes, 
because I would lay down tracks, and then revise 
my plans and I would have to re-start all over 
again. You have to take the time to layout a track 
plan before you even venture to the layout table. 
       So a model railway required a name. My 
name was devised this way: in the town of 
Carleton Place I live on Victoria street and I am  
Central to the downtown core so hence the 
Victoria Central Railway was born. 
  
       I will report more on my layout in the next 
issues of the Rail Link. 
       
  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  

VIDEO LIBRARY 
    Mr. Al Barr has placed a video into the library 
titled “Highrail through the Rockies” This is 
Canadian Pacific Highrail truck from Field B.C. to 
Lake Louise return 120 minutes. Thank You Al 
for this video. 
     Just a reminder, that the Video Library is in a 
small glass case located at Georges place. Please 
kindly sign your name on the appropriate sign-up 
sheet (one for each video) and return by the next 
meeting. If you care to you could give them to 
George also.   
 <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Would you like to POST a photo for the 
membership to enjoy? All photos will be 
returned after submission. 
 

Remember though the Copyright Laws 
for Intellectual properties, by providing 
the photographers name. Permission for 3rd 
party photos must be provided. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
 

 
Here is a brand new SD70M-2 which has been 
taken from the Internet 

      
  E N J O Y  
   T H E M
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Here is Canadian Pacific SD90-43MAC-H which 
is the body style used for the previous CN 8001. 
The radiators grills are slightly different. 
 
 

 

 

. Article on the Bridge Replacement on the 
CPR Winchester subdivision by John Soehner. 

. Some articles on railway railfanning by John 
Morin. 

. Article on Bolingbroke Station by John 
Soehner. 
 
     If  you have an article of interest which you 
would like to share with the group, just contact the 
Editor of this Newsletter. Remember 3rd party 
articles MUST BE APPROVED by the author 
before presentation here to protect intellectual 
properties. 
 

 
     A hand written input will be accepted although 
a WORD Document would be easier. Any photos 
used will be returned after posting of article.   
 
If you are missing any issues of the Rail 
Link Newsletter PLEASE contact Mr. 
Ron Legge. We would prefer that you be 
responsible and pick your copy up as 
MAIL is extremely expensive. 
Donations appreciated anytime by ME! 
 

 
 <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
. 

 

THIS IS FREE!! 
PASS IT ON 

Next Issue will be on: 

    March 23 2006 


