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Welcome to the monthly newsletter to our membership. Our club season 
runs from September to June each year with the exception of December 
meeting EVERY FOURTH THURSDAY of the month. 

Our website is located at: www.mvar.almontecentral.ca   

March 2006 Issue 11 Volume 6

Carleton Place Heritage 
    In 1887 a huge stone roundhouse was built to service the steamers employing 
about 200 men. It was closed when CPR consolidated operations with a new 
roundhouse built in Smiths Falls. Today the wool growers have occupied it since 
1941 and it still has tracks in the stall areas. The stone station was also abandoned 
when VIA Rail eliminated passenger service out west but was eventually made into 
the Station Daycare after the town purchased it. 

Station 
Daycare 

2004 
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 About the Rail Link and MVAR 

HE RAIL LINK is published normally 
on a monthly basis, provided articles 
are submitted (except for July August 

and December) by the Mississippi Valley 
Associated Railroaders (MVAR) . MVAR is a 
not-for-profit club with an interest in railroading. 
The club meets informally every Saturday 
morning for breakfast, and formally every fourth 
Thursday of the month (except for July, August 
and December) for clinics, workshops, or dinner 
meetings. 

Opinions expressed in THE RAIL LINK are 
those of the NEWS EDITOR or the AUTHOR 
concerned and are not necessarily those of the 
club. Information contained in THE RAIL LINK 
may be copied or used for personal usage provided 
that the author and THE RAIL LINK are credited.  

Club membership fees are currently $10.00 
per year. Inquiries may be forwarded to any 
MVAR club member. 

 
Any article, news items and letters are 
welcomed in hand written hard copy, 
WordPerfect, Microsoft Word or HTML. 
All materials sent to the editor via E-Mail, 
such as prints, copies of photos would be 
deleted once it has been distributed in the 
intended article. All items should be 
forwarded to the News Editor: 
John D. Morin,  
90 Victoria St., Carleton Place, ON. ,  
K7C 2W4  
Or  E-mail johnmorin@rogers.com  

The deadline for submission of items to the 
newsletter is by the second Thursday of each 
month. This will allow for the timely printing of 
the newsletter. The editor wishes to thank all those 
who have contributed articles, items and photos 
for this issue. 
 
The MVAR Executive for the 
term 2005-2006 is: 
Position: Name and Telephone 
Chairman:  Robert Browning 

          623-2517 
Treasurer:  Norman Card 

           257-7498 
Secretary: Gary Gillis                   

256-9438 
Special Events  
Co-ordinator: 

NOBODY 
            XXX-XXXX 

Editor – Badges &        
Webmaster 

John Morin 
            257-4578 

Club Archivist:  Ron Legge                 
257-5110 

Past Chairman 
 

Yogi Sepp 
            267-5250 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 

The Newsletter of the Mississippi Valley Associated Club Carleton Place, Ontario 

HIGHLIGHTS  
. Executive Report 
. Report on the Victoria Central Railway 
. Report on the OMR 
. Programming Note 
. Editor Report 
 
. Have your say – Send articles to the Editor  
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Robert, Gary, Ron, Norm, & John 

Executive Report 
    Your Executive team would like to send club 
condolences out to Mr. Al Barr for the loss of his 
wife and to Mr. Al Mann for the loss of his 
mother. 
 
     An Executive meeting was held on March 6 
2006.  
Discussed: 
- Location of April clinic on HOTRAK 
- For the 20th Anniversary Hats or HO Boxcars un-
decided at this point.  
 

 
Norman Card 

Treasurer Report 
   The membership list attached in this issue of the 
Rail Link, has those persons not PAID removed. If 
you still wish to become a member, the fees are 
only $10.00. Please see me.  
   We would like to welcome two new members to 
the club Mr. Marcel Belanger and Mr. Larry 
McCleave who joined last month. A visitor at last 
months meeting Michael Heartfield could be a 
member in the near future. 

Norman Card 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Program Report 
April 27 2006 

     Your next event will be on HOTRAK Modules 
given by our guest speaker Robert Moore who was 
cancelled in February.  
      This will be held in the Community Room 
located upstairs at Steve’s Independent on the 
McNeely bypass. Gathering time will be 6:30 PM 
and if anyone can provide Robert Moore a hand as 
he will be bring 12 feet of module. An elevator is 
available to the second floor. 
 
 
 
 

  
John Morin 

Editors Report 
      The Rail Link Newsletter belongs to the club 
as a whole. As the Editor of it for the past couple 
of years, I am tried to make it as interesting for 
you the member to read. Unfortunately I do not 
know what you want to have published as this I 
have asked several times with no inputs. 
      It has been mentioned not to me directly, that 
the newsletter is not focused on the model 
railroading aspect of the club. If you have those 
types of articles please share them as I do not 
know what others are doing within the club in the 
layout area. Please come forward with pictures or 
a written caption for your layout that is if you do 
have one.  
       If you have an incident about steam to relate 
to the club, please submit it. The late Tony Percy 
was to have sat down with me to report on  
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railroading in Carleton Place. This never happened 
as Tony passed away several years ago, and we all 
lost on a great historical record about Carleton 
Place. 
       Recently I have started a small article on my 
personal layout in “N” scale called the Victoria 
Central Railway, which I hope you are enjoying 
it as I write about it journey to completion.  
 
Thanks for Listening 

 
 

 
 

Articles of Interest to the club are 
always welcome by your Editor 

 
NO Article Available 

 
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

CLUB Report 
 

 
 
 
 

Come and get on board. Reports about our 
members whether it is a layout activity, special 

news about someone PRINT IT HERE!!! 
  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

 
 

 
Victoria Central Railway 

By John Morin  
 
PART 2: Phase 1 (Plans & Headaches) 
 
      I was limited to only a few pieces of railway 
equipment received with the purchase the table 
cookie cutter design tabletop, a locomotive a few 
box cars and a caboose. So I began a mission to go 
to railway shows and pickup previously used 
equipment such as bridge, switches and other 
items. This was a valuable adventure as I saw just 
how the other guys were doing things in 
modelling. 
       Well I began running trains, and soon was 
frustrated with the previous owners track design. 
This layout was to be modelled for a Rail Fair 
show to be given away with ticket sales Well for a 
period of time, I tried to modify sections at a time. 
With that not working for me the demolition team 
was called in an all of the original track plan was 
torn up.  
        I guess being new at this layout business, I 
started laying out track without a real plan. This 
did cause some grief as I had to re-route sections 
and place switches and insulators in other sections 
in order to have a functional railway.   
        My layout is freelance running mostly 1970 
to modern diesels from the GP-38 units up to the 
current GE 4400 units on the system. Purchasing 
some Intermodal double stacked cars, I saw the 
potential for a nice Intermodal yard on my layout. 
By now I had a track plan and had it almost 
completed when running a train with an 
Intermodal stack created a huge problem on the 
mainline. 
        I have a double eight configuration on my 
main layout and when I tried to pass a double  
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stack under bridge; it was too low and caused the 
upper Intermodal container to come crashing to 
the ground. I had to call the engineering crew from 
the OMR to come over to access the situation. 
After much review, we saw that we could raise the 
table deck sort of speak to achieve a height which 
would clear the top Intermodal as it went 
underneath a bridge 
        Getting out the cutting tools and shims of 
wood, we secured the deck to its proper height to 
eliminate the interference of a top Intermodal 
clearing the bridge deck and we were in business 
again, as far as clearance. The bridge supports 
now were interfering as a passing track was being 
introduced. Does it ever end? All train movements 
were suspended as I went to train shows to locate 
an appropriate bridge. I required a bridge where 
the supports could be adjusted to be placed 
parallel to the tracks and all I could locate were 90 
degree ones. Well after a year of searching, the 
saying goes – if you cannot find one build one.  
        The solution was near by as I passed 
underneath it everyday. On my way to work I 
would pass under a bridge in Bell Corners in 
Nepean which was for the VIA Rail line to 
Carleton Place. Working for a High Tech firm, I 
got some modelling foam sheets, which I cut the 
appropriate length across the span, hinging the  
tracks well on the main land and gluing the track 
onto this foam sheet.  
        I ran several trains over the bridge and 
underneath which worked fine. I then built up the 
supports which I cut portions from a designated 
thickness styrene sheet for the base and top. 
Measuring the height as I required as it to be 
placed 45 degrees to the bridge, I used straws as 
the pillars and drilled small holes in the bases to 
glue them in. I then added the sides to the main 
bridge. 
         Looking rather plain to the viewer, I cut 
small pieces of cardboard strips about ¼ inches 
wide and placed them onto the edges. Cutting 
smaller pieces of cardboard, I placed them on the 
outside as supports about every 6 feet as was 
viewed on the real bridge which the concept was 
taken from. 

 

 
 

 
        
         More articles about the Victoria Central 
Railway in coming issues of the Rail Link. 
 
  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  

TALES FROM THE OMR 
February 2006 

Trackside improvements as reported previously 
are once again the topic of this months report. The 
brush preparation work conducted up behind the 
Bancroft area has been completed now and is 
looking mighty good to this reporter! The brush 
crew is now heading back eastward where they 
have been assigned similar work to do just beyond 
Almonte where some very early preliminary work  
 
will finally get finished off properly. Another little 
item to report about is the refurbishment of the 
Company’s original handcar which was purchased  
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by the president’s wife as a gift for him in the 
beginning days of the railway but which lay 
forgotten, stored away for many these past years. 
When the handcar was re-discovered and taken 
out of its long storage, it was seized up and 
inoperable, so the crew that located it tried to 
lubricate it and get it going again, but they goofed! 
They inadvertently got into a container of liquid 
solder flux instead of the lubricating oil they 
thought they had. There is a lesson to be learned 
here, and that is to clearly label all your containers 
so that “look alike” contents can be identified and 
cannot be mistaken! Fortunately, the Chief 
Engineer of the Biscay Bay Railway came by on 
one of his frequent visits, and when he heard of 
the problem, offered not only his advice, but lent a 
hand to correct the mistake , so now the hand car 
is operable again much to the relief and 
satisfaction of the president. Biscay Bay 
management have been very helpful to the OMR 
in that they have often allowed staff who were not 
critically involved at home to put in their time 
here at the OMR. The President of the OMR who 
vets and approves each of these reports would like 
to use this opportunity to publicly thank the 
Biscay Bay and all the participants who have 
contributed so much to the development of the 
OMR. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Would you like to POST a photo for the 
membership to enjoy? All photos will be 
returned after submission. 
 

Remember though the Copyright Laws 
for Intellectual properties, by providing  
the photographers name. Permission for 3rd 
party photos must be provided. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

 
Well have you often wondered what happens to 
those old vans or cabooses? Here is a solution sent 
into me by Norman Card.                    

      
  E N J O Y  
   T H E M
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Mother Nature has  

HER WAY!! 
   Around February 212006 a huge gale force 
wind clocked at 100 MPH toppled a CPR 
Intermodal train onto their sides while the train 
crossed over a bridge.  
 
     All Photos by Kevin Francis CPR Employee 

 
Luckily none of the cars went over into the St 
Lawrence River. 

     

 
The actual clean-up appears to be more of a task 
than anticipated as it been over a week and it is 
still going on. 

 
 

 

 
1100hrs after it happened, on this double track 
bridge CP Rail has moved in several huge cranes. 
As of the time of writing this, there were still two 
double stacked cars and a tank car remaining on 
the bridge. 
 

 

 

. Article on the Bridge Replacement on the 
CPR Winchester subdivision by John Soehner. 

. Some articles on railway railfanning by John 
Morin. 

. Article on Bolingbroke Station by John 
Soehner. 
 
     If  you have an article of interest which you 
would like to share with the group, just contact the 
Editor of this Newsletter. Remember 3rd party 
articles MUST BE APPROVED by the author 
before presentation here to protect intellectual 
properties. 
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      A hand written input will be accepted although 
a WORD Document would be easier. Any photos 
used will be returned after posting of article.   
 
If you are missing any issues of the Rail 
Link Newsletter PLEASE contact Mr. 
Ron Legge. We would prefer that you be 
responsible and pick your copy up as 
MAIL is extremely expensive. 
Donations appreciated anytime by ME! 
 

 
 <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
. 

 

THIS IS FREE!! 
PASS IT ON 

Next Issue will be on: 

    April 27 2006 


