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 Creating Model Railroading FUN through the STRENGTHS of our membership 
    This is copyrighted material and as such this copy of the Rail Link Newsletter shall not be distributed in whole or in part 
without the written permission of the Editor and the MVAR CLUB Executive elected body for the 2006 – 2007 season.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

February 2007 

Welcome to the monthly newsletter to our membership. Our club season 
runs from September to June each year meeting EVERY FOURTH 
THURSDAY of the month with the exception of December. 

Our website is located at: www.mvar.almontecentral.ca   

Issue 12 
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February 2007 
About the Rail Link and MVAR 

HE RAIL LINK is published normally 
on a monthly basis, provided articles 
are submitted (except for July August 

and December) by the Mississippi Valley 
Associated Railroaders (MVAR) . MVAR is a 
not-for-profit club with an interest in railroading. 
The club meets informally every Saturday 
morning for breakfast, and formally every fourth 
Thursday of the month (except for July, August 
and December) for clinics, workshops, or dinner 
meetings. 

Opinions expressed in THE RAIL LINK are 
those of the NEWS EDITOR or the AUTHOR 
concerned and are not necessarily those of the 
club. Information contained in THE RAIL LINK 
may be copied or used for personal usage provided 
that the author and THE RAIL LINK are credited.  

Club membership fees are currently $10.00 
per year. Inquiries may be forwarded to any 
MVAR club member. 

 
Any article, news items and letters are 
welcomed in hand written hard copy, 
WordPerfect, Microsoft Word or HTML. 
All materials sent to the editor via E-Mail, 
such as prints, copies of photos would be 
deleted once it has been distributed in the 
intended article. All items should be 
forwarded to the News Editor: 
John D. Morin,  
90 Victoria St., Carleton Place, ON. ,  
K7C 2W4  
Or  E-mail johnmorin@rogers.com  
The deadline for submission of items to the 
newsletter is by the second Thursday of each 

month. This will allow for the timely printing of 
the newsletter. The editor wishes to thank all those 
who have contributed articles, items and photos 
for this issue. 
 
The MVAR Executive for the 
term 2006-2007 is: 
Position: Name and Telephone 
Chairman:  Robert Browning 

       613-623-2517 
Treasurer:  Norman Card 

       613-257-7498 
Secretary:             

        
Special Events  
Co-ordinator: 

 
             

Editor – Badges &        
Webmaster 

John Morin 
       613-257-4578 

Club Archivist:  Ron Legge           
       613-257-5110 

Past Chairman 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 

The Newsletter of the Mississippi Valley Associated Club Carleton Place, Ontario 

HIGHLIGHTS  
. Industry report on CN & CPR Railway 
. Feature Article – Robert Wilson 
. Eric Halpin Flea Market Rail Car (Attached) 
. Congratulations to Life Member 
. Report from OMR 
. Editor Report 
.  
.  
. 
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Robert, Ron, Norm, & John 

Executive Report 
Chairman – Programs & Secretary 
positions are still vacant and require members to 
step forward. 

Please Notify 
Anyone on the Executive team should be notified 
if there are any announcements pertaining to our 
member’s illness or deaths so that we can take 
appropriate action required. Thanks 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

 
Norman Card 

Treasurer Report 
 

Our club Membership dues is only $10.00. 
When you join, kindly pay it promptly. 

 
    
You’re Treasurer 
Norman Card 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
John Morin 

Editors Report 
      
 I have received several more Feature Articles 
which will be added into future issues of the Rail 
Link and I cannot thank the authors enough. 
Unfortunately, I use the first come policy so be 
patient please. 
 
 I was recently on the OVAR website to view up 
and coming railroad shows which we all like to 
indulge in. I was looking at the OVAR newsletter 
and noticed that people are submitting photos of 
there unique railway cars on their layouts. This I 
thought was really nice and was wondering 
whether with the digital camera age, that you the 
MVAR member could take a photograph along 
with a brief description and send it to me on E-
Mail. How about it? 
 
I started a website which I was going to set a 
LINK onto the club website for the purpose of 
displaying some of my rail fanning photos. I am 
not sure if those computerized members would be 
interested in it so I have not pursued it ant further 
as yet. Please let me know by E-mail. I guess for 
those non-computer people, I could post a page 
sheet of the photos. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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Industry Tidbits of 

Information 
CN 

 
      
      On the CTV program W-Five on Saturday 
February 10 2007 there was a documentary on 
Canadian National (CN) worst Railway accidents 
in 2006 & 2007. In last months Rail Link I posted 
the mishap of the train which struck a rock slide at 
2AM on January 4 2007 causing the train to 
plummet down towards the Frazer River trapping 
the crew for 7 hours. 
      Since CN was taken over by an American 
railway “The Illinois Central” there has been 103 
rail accidents across Canada in 2006 & 2007. That 
figure works out to train derailments every three 
days. The new owners of the railway reduced the 
maintenance crews resulting in the remaining staff  
to maintain a wider area of trackage. One section 
foreman maintenance employee interviewed on 
this program told his management that a section of 
track required new railway ties and spiking and 
was flatly ignored. Within two months of the 
request, 48 cars of a CN train derailed at the exact 
location specified and for an escape goat to make 
CN look good, the employee was fired. This 
employee on the program literally pulled spikes 
from the railway tie by hand and replaced them.   
       When CN purchased British Columbia 
railway within the last two years, BC Rail trains 
ran 80 car trains and had dynamic brakes on all 
locomotives because of the hilly terrain. CN 
ignored this and moved many flat land 
locomotives onto the line ignoring the need to  

 
equip them with dynamic brakes. The trains 
increased from 80 to 144 cars in order to be more 
efficient. 
       An engineer who worked for CN was on his 
routine trip when on a particular day the train 
entered a downgrade regulated for 15 to 20 MPH 
and his train began increasing. He applied the 
brakes which failed and the train gathered speed of 
up to 50 MPH. The engineer was going to a 
second engine to see it the brakes could be applied 
when the train entered a curve and left the tracks. 
The engineer was thrown in the air off the 
locomotive and he was spared his life but the 
conductor and brakeman were killed. This man 
was unable to go back on the trains. 
END OF THE PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

-------------------------------- 
     In our economic world today, products 
manufactured must get delivered quickly and most 
efficiently. 
     Trains are getting longer and heavier to achieve 
these delivery goals to there destinations. It not 
uncommon to see 10,000 to 11,000 foot trains or 
one mile to a mile and a half long with three to 
four units on the head end on the CN line as 
common practice. 
     Why is safety being neglected for the sake of 
making money thus placing lives and the 
environment at risk? Tracks require replacing or 
re-spiked which cannot be done with constant rail 
traffic.      
 <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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CPR 

 
    In last months issue I report on the CPR 
Christmas train which traveled across Canada 
making stops in local communities to help with 
their food banks. 
    Results are in for the 2006 which the train 
visited 110 towns and cities and raised 3 million 
dollars for food banks. Estimates are that 230,000 
pounds of food and more than $400,000 (CDN.) 
have been donated to local food banks at over 70 
communities in Canada. 
 
From Branchline February 2007                                              
.<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

Lewis bolt & nut fastener 
     CPR recently announces plans to adopt Lewis 
bolt & nut Co’s “Evergrip” double headed spike as 
a replacement for conventional screw spikes. The 
railroad soon will begin phasing in   Evergrips – 
which are installed with an automatic spiker 
instead of lag machine – on curves and turnouts. 
The fastener offers improved gauge holding in 
curve applications and can be installed 2 ½ times 
faster than a conventional lagging machine. 
 
From Branchline February 2007  
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

CLUB Report 
 

 
 

Come and get on board. Reports about our 
members whether it is a layout activity, special 

news about someone PRINT IT HERE!!! 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
Last Months meeting was a Rail Flea Market as 
the main attraction. I received an article from Eric 
Halpin on his purchase of a Rail Car which I 
thought was appropriate to pass it onto the 
members in this Newsletter.   
Thanks Eric 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
The Bilodeau’s 

I was recently informed that Reg & Alda Bilodeau 
on the week of February 4 to 10 had two 
Celebrations of importance to mention to our club 
membership. 
They both celebrated 60 Years of wedding 
bliss during this week. 
Our Life time member of our club, also celebrated 
his 83rd Birthday Party. 
 

Congratulations to both of you on 
 behalf of the MVAR Membership 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
TALES FROM THE OMR 

February 2007 

Wow! The weather has been bitter cold these past 
few weeks causing a slowdown of the construction 
work on the highway of recent reports. But in spite 
of the cold we note with admiration for their 
perseverance, that the OMR has erected a 
trackside shed beside the Medonte Junction 
Tower. This I would guess, is for the hand car and  
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tools of the local track gang.  It may be of some 
interest here to note that regrading of the highway 
and environs has resulted in a new pond forming 
adjacent to Medonte Junction Tower. In addition 
to this hearty cold weather endeavor we notice that 
up the line at Bancroft, a new structure has been 
erected. This latter, new addition to the town is the 
new “Railroad Hotel” which will cater both to the 
traveling public and railway crews who may be 
stopping over during crew changes. Back on the 
subject of the OMR, we note recently that they 
have been disposing of some surplus materials 
including selling off some unused real estate in 
what appears to be the commencement of some 
early spring cleaning and inventory management. 
From what I’ve seen, the OMR also has a lot of 
surplus landscaping material they ought to be 
considering for disposal as well. There is also 
mumblings going around that they are considering 
another try at reorganizing the shop and yard 
resources this spring. I’ll keep you posted on any 
of that, if anything actually comes of those 
rumors.  
George Margita 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

   
 

   
 

 

 
 
 
Would you like to POST a photo for the 
membership to enjoy? All photos will be 
returned after submission. 
Remember though the Copyright Laws 
for Intellectual properties, by providing 
the photographers name. Permission for 3rd 
party photos must be provided. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
     

STEAMERS 
 
 I thought that it would be nice to show some of 
those steamers from the past which moved trains 
before the diesel era. I thought that American 
Locomotives would be different as they like to 
build the monster machines.  

 
 
 

 



        Monthly Newsletter of The Mississippi Valley Associated Railroaders of Carleton Place, Ontario 

 
 Page 7 of 9

 

 
Union Pacific operated some of the largest 
locomotives-both steam and Diesel-ever to turn a 
wheel, including the legendary Bug Boy steamers 
and DD40 Diesels. Other giants found nowhere on 
the continent were UP’S 4-12-2 fast freight 
haulers whose seemly endless row of driving 
wheels had the longest rigid wheelbase in North 
American locomotive. Numbered in the 9000 
series and nicknamed ‘Nines’ some of the 60 
steamers comprising this unique fraternity of 
steam were built with three cylinders, and their 
distinctive off-cylinder exhaust sound –chug-
chug-chug…..chug-chug-chug-foretold their 
approach long before they were visible over the 
horizon. A 4-12-2 locomotive was saved and is on 
display in California. 
 
 
Got a favorite photo which you would 
like to share in this spot? Just send it in 
and I will post it for you and return it 
back as soon as posted. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Here is a Baltimore & Ohio 0-8-0 Memmnon 
historic steamer. Built in October 1848 by the firm 
New Castle Manufacturing Company of Delaware 
to haul freight across the Allegheny Mountains, 
the spindly-appearing #57 never was modified 
from its original configuration and somehow 
survived scrapping. This locomotive appeared on 
dozens of city pageants and railroad festivals and 
last operated by its own power in 1927 during 
B&O 150TH birthday celebration. Today she sits 
inside a beautiful full-circle roundhouse at the 
B&O Museum in Baltimore. 

 
  The Pennsylvania Railroad advertised itself as 
‘The Standard Railroad of the World’. IN 1942 the 
PRR (along with Baldwin Locomotive Works and 
Westinghouse) constructed a coal and steam 
turbine locomotive to test the use of ship 
propulsion on a railroad engine. This S-2 class 
locomotive had neither cylinders nor main rods 
and smoke was exhausted through quad 
smokestacks. 
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 Powerful and fast this 6-86 operated Pennsy 
passenger trains between Chicago and Crestline 
Ohio. Due to leaky firebox it spent much of its 
time in the shops and was scrapped in 1952.  
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
 

 

 
    
     If  you have an article of interest which you 
would like to share with the group, just contact the 
Editor of this Newsletter.  
 
   A hand written input will be accepted although a 
WORD Document would be easier. Any photos 
used will be returned after posting of article.   

. Mountains to Northerns (March Issue) 
By: John Soehner (March Issue)   

. Tools of the Trade 
By: Bob Wilson (April Issue)  

. Returning to Model Railroading 
By Eric Halpin (May Issue) 

. Parts 2 & 3 Model Railroading 
By Eric Halpin (June Issue) 
 

 
Thanks to all for their Contributions. 
This is subject to change without notice as the 
Editor see fit. 
 

If you are missing any issues of the Rail 
Link Newsletter PLEASE contact Mr. 
Ron Legge. We would prefer that you be 
responsible and pick your copy up as 
MAIL is extremely expensive. 
 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
 

 
. Kingston Ontario The 15th Kingston Rail-o-
Rama Model Train Show will be held on March 
17 & 18 2007 (10:00 to 16:00) at the Ambassador 
Conference Resort, 1550 Princess Street (close to 
Hwy 401 & VIA Station). There will be model 
train layouts, railroadiana, historic displays, and 
railway vendors of all types. 
 

. Toronto Train Show Brookview Middle 
School 4505 Jane Street – (no Date as yet) March 
2007 Sat 11 -6 & Sun 10-4 
. Kemptville Ontario Capital Promotions 
DHT will present the 19th Train & Toy Show on 
March 31 2007 (10: to 17:00) and on April 1 
2007 (10:00 to 16:00) at the W.B. George Centre, 
Kemptville College, Concession Street (Exits 38 
or 34 off the 416. Follow the signs to the 
hospital).Adults $5 Seniors & Teens $3, Children 
under 12 $2, family rate $12 (2 adults/3 kids under 
12). Info call H. Laing 613-592-9402 days or 
www.027trains.com. 
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. Model Railroad Show & Sale Seaway 
district high school – Iroquois ON Sat 10-5 & Sun 
11-4    21-22 April 2007 
. Thousand Islands Model Railway 
Show Gananoque Recreation Center 600 King 
Street West Gananoque ON - Sat & Sun 10 -4 
(no Date as yet) August 2007  
 
Note: 
If you have any shows of Interest which you think 
should be posted, send me an E-Mail or pass it 
onto any Executive Member. 
 

 
This is the end of this  

Month’s issue 
 
Reminder this is you’re Newsletter and 
any articles are always welcome to share 
with our membership  

Next Issue will be on: 

March 22 2007 
Clinic –  

DCC Operation 


