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The RGS Garden Railroad is Operating Weekly and Visitors are Always Welcome !
For more pictures go to www.rgs.almontecentral.ca 

Check out the New MVAR Web Site Weekly for the latest news and club updates : 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca

The Rail Link Newsletter 
wants to know what you are 
doing on your model railroad. 
It  is  very easy to Get 
Published.  

The opinions expressed in The 
Rail Link are those of the editor 
or the author concerned and are 
not necessarily those of MVAR. 



President’s  Message

By the time you read this Carp Fair will be over. So thanks 
to all who helped. Hope you had as I do particularly 
watching  little faces.
June Barbeque was poorly attended. During the election 
[process?]my wife said “Al take the treasures job and I will 
look after the money”. I said “O.K.” Next thing I knew 
John was treasurer and I found myself to be in the above 
position.

So what’s my position as to the future of MVAR?
Do you want to:

1. Let it die.
2. Go back to Sat. A.m. Breakfast only.
3. Keep MVAR going as a Railroad Club.

I would like to see it as #3 but the executive can’t do it 
alone. You the members must tell the Program 
Committee what you want. George and Mike are in 
need of support.
Do you want.

1.Clinics
(a)Basic for Beginners.
(b)Advanced General.
(c)Specifics.

2. Speakers
3. Films, Movies
4. What else?

If you don’t speak up my feeling is that you don’t want a 
club per se and we should go back to #1 or #2. Let’s discuss 
it at the next meeting and have a vote.

Al Spriggs 

Treasures Report

Please help YOUR club’s leaders help YOU! [If you 

change your address, TELL ME! [If you change your 

phone number, TELL ME! [If you have e-mail, and 

you change your address, TELL ME! [TELL ME! [ 

by e-mailing me at jsaunders15@cogeco.ca. Or by 
calling me at 613-258-4243.    

John Saunders

If you know of anyone who would like to join our club, 
please have them contact myself or anyone else on the 
Executive team.
The yearly membership fee is only $10.00
Inquiries may be forwarded to any MVAR club member. 
You will find some of them at The Gourmet Restraunt on 
Saturday mornings between 07:30h and 09:00h in dining 
room. 

Editors Report

The RailLink is published monthly,(except 

July, August and December). MVAR is a non profit 

club with a goal of promoting all aspects of model 
railroading. Some of the members meet every Saturday 
morning for breakfast at The Gourmet Restraunt on Hwy 
7 (next to the Dairy Queen) from 7:30-9:00am where they 
discuss many railroad issues and can get several answers 
to solve there problem. This is a great opportunity to 
invite a new railroad person out to see what we are all 
about. Lately a group of avid modelers get together at Tim 
Horton's in Almonte around 10:00am for coffee. We have a 
monthly meeting on the 4th Thursday of the month 
(except July, August and December) for clinics and 
workshops with special speakers at George Margita's 
home from 7:00  9:00pm. There are usually two dinner 
meetings and a summer BBQ.

Current (Rider ship) Members 2008
?

(Monthly 1st Class Passengers)
June Meeting/BBQ

20?

(Passengers Saturday Mixed Freight)
Gourmet Dining Car

11 - 12 - 10 - 10

(Wednesday Work Train)
Tim Horton Almonte (Canteen) Car

6 - 5 -5 - 5 - 5

Model Railroad articles are always 
welcome for the NEWSLETTER.
If  you have an article of interest which you would like to 
share and have published in our monthly newsletter, just 
contact David McCurdy @ 613.253.5519 or email: 
dmccurdy@sympatico.ca. or drop it off at 606 Quarry 
Road. A Word, Wordperfect, Text or email document 
would be easier and (please use spell checker). Any photos 
or articles used, credit will displayed with article i.e. 
Photos by Author or Courtesy of -----------------
The deadline for submission of items to the newsletter is 
by the 10th of each month. This will allow for the printing 
of the newsletter. Thanks' to all who have contributed 
articles, items and photos in the past for the newsletters.

David McCurdy

Check out the New MVAR Web Site for the latest club news and updates!!!
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca



Check out the New MVAR Web Site for the latest club news and updates!!!
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca

Tid Bits
from Your Guide to the 
World of Model Trains!

“World’s Greatest Hobby”
Gauge: The distance between the inside of the heads 
of track rails. Standard gauge on real railroads is 4'-
8 1/2". Narrow gauge means rails with a width less 
than standard gauge. For example, On3 means O 
scale trains with 3 scale feet between the rails.

Scale: The size of things on a model railroad relative 
to things on a real railroad. For example, in the most 
popular scale, HO, models are 1/87th full size. Other 
popular scales are Z (1/220),  n (1/160), S (1/64), and 
O (1/48). 

 TALES FROM THE OMR 
September 2007 

 

 
 

Welcome back to a new season of railroading 
with the OMR. As in years past of  summer 
endeavors around the old OMR, not a great 
deal was accomplished again this year. But, 
the private sector was quite busy taking 
advantage of some very decent weather to 
carry out some construction. We have been 
watching the development of an interesting 
looking structure at the edge of Almonte yard, 
next to the R.J. Frost cold storage and ice 
plant. What we’ve been watching is in fact an 
old CPR coach, with wheels removed, lifted 
and installed onto a block foundation and 
being outfitted to become a diner! By talking 
with some of the people from the ice plant we 
have learned that the place is expected to be 
become ”Marion’s Diner”, a much needed 
service for the adjacent railway workers and 
those from the cold storage plant next door. 
The location of the diner is close enough to the 
highway that the diner will likely draw a lot of 
business from local townsfolk looking for a 
good meal out in an atmosphere of charm and 
nostalgia. Progress on the diner has been slow 
but there seems to be an expectation that it 
may open for business around the end of 
September. We are all waiting for opening day 
to find out what the menu has and how the 
prices look. Meanwhile, the rebuilding and 
resurfacing of the highway beyond Bancroft 
toward Orillia has progressed throughout the 
summer and is nearly complete. Traffic is 
flowing, but slowly. Well that’s a wrap for this 
report, be careful crossing the tracks! 
 

George Margita 

June BBQ and Elections

Clinic Report
Executives for 2008

By Ron Legge

President: Al Spriggs 613.256.1453

Vice President: ?

Secretary: Ron Legge 613.257.5110

Treasurer: John Saunders 613.258.4243

Membership: John Saunders 613.258.4243

Program: George Margita 613.257.7769

Program: Mike Smithson 613.253.7532

Badges: John Morin 613.257.4578

Video Library: ?

Club Archivist:Ron Legge 613.257.5110

Newsletter: David McCurdy 613.253.5519

Webmaster: Rod Goodwin 613.256.0551

Web Site: www.mvar.almontecentral.ca
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The New MVAR Website 
 
A redesigned website was installed 16 Aug 2007. 
This is because a new Webmaster took over the 
job, and the design of the website invariably 
reflects the ideas of the Webmaster. John Morin 
was the original Webmaster and served us well for 
three years. Due to the pressures of an 
occupational change, he had to resign. We owe 
John a vote of thanks for all his hard work and 
wish him all the best for the future. Some of the 
menu selections for the new design are discussed 
below. 
 

Menu: As pages are modified, the entry on the 

list is dated. This way, you know if there are 
changes there for you to check. 
 

Notice Board: The notice board is for the posting 

of announcements about the club, or of interest to 
the membership. 
 

Events: This is a schedule of events by, for or of 

interest to MVAR, on our doorstep or within what 
might be loosely called the local area. Shows, sales, 
layout visits, etc. If you know of something coming 
up, let the Webmaster know so that everyone will 
be aware. 
 

Member List:  By the end of Oct., the online list 

will be all the paid-up members. All members 
please check for the correct spelling of the name, 
and the correctness and completeness of the 
“Interests” column. 
 
A unique feature of the list is that it is set up for 
the members to (optionally) receive email without 
having their email address exposed to the 
spammers. If a member’s name is shown in yellow, 
just click on the name to get a form for sending a 
message. All the processing is done internally, so 
no one sees the recipient’s address. 
 
If you would like to receive email in this safe 
manner, make sure the Webmaster has your 
correct email address. 
 

Buy/Sell: On this page is a series of small ads 

from members who have some railroad items to 
sell, or who are trying to locate something.  

To place your ad, just send the details to the 
Webmaster. A single photo or graphic illustration 
may be included. Indicate if you want an email 
link, as on the membership list. 
 
Important: When the ad has done its work, let the 
Webmaster know so that the ad may be removed. 
 

Tips: This page was initiated by Al Spriggs, who 

gave us an old Life-Like publication containing 100 
tips on basic model railroading, with the 
suggestion that they be posted to the new website.  
 
Although some of them are a bit dated, it was 
thought that they may serve as a starting point, or 
inspiration, for the development of ideas. Richard 
Redman took it from there, and scanned all the 
individual items onto a CD.  
 
These scanned tips now reside on the Webmaster’s 
computer, and will be posted to the website one by 
one over a period of time. We have received 
permission from Walthers, the owner of Life-Like, 
to post them. Click on the yellow text in the “ID” 
column to see the tip. 
 
Now that we have this facility in place, we need 
your tips as well. What l ittle thing to do or way to 
do it have you worked up, or come across and 
found useful? Send the details to the Webmaster to 
share them with other members. 
 

RailLink Editor and Webmaster: These are 

your direct pipelines to whom ever is handling 
these functions. As the people in these positions 
change, the underlying email address will change, 
so you will always know that your messages are 
going to the right people. 
 
 
Rod Goodwin 
 
Webmaster 



Check out the New MVAR Web Site for the latest club news and updates!!!
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Eric's Model Railroad Adventures #4

Things have been very busy on this layout recently.  David, Yogi and myself completed the last of 270 feet of yard and 
main line trackage interconnected with 39 turnouts.  Each section of track has had its joiners soldered and power feeder 
wires have been soldered to the track about every three feet.  That's a lot of soldering.  We used 20 gauge stranded wire 
for the feeders onto the 14 gauge solid wire power buss. The only reason we used the stranded wire was because we had a 
spool of it.  I think the solid wire may have been a bit neater.  Each feeder wire had about ½” of insulation removed before 
silver soldering the tips.  Again, it might have been better to strip ¾” of insulation to better hide the colored insulation in 
the roadbed.

Once all the wiring was completed, we cleaned the new track (yes-new track gets dirty from handling, soldering flux, etc.  
It wasn't bad but still some dirt was found.  No chemicals were used, just a clean cloth.  Then using a DC transformer, full 
power (15v) was applied to the track.  With a multimeter, all sections of track were tested for voltage and found to be at 
15v.  This gave us confidence that our track and wiring were solid at least for continuity.  Then the big test. An old switch 
engine was operated on all trackage to confirm power as well as track condition.  No derailments, stalls, etc so things are 
looking good.  Even the double crossover track, which was an earlier concern for wiring for us, worked well.  We have yet 
to actually test the elevated loop for continuity as it is a reversing loop and we have to think this bit out some more.

The only major issue to resolve now is to figure out the wiring from the Digitrax DCC.  It is critical to ensure we have no 
electrical glitches before hooking up the DCC to avoid blowing some component on a circuit board. I bought a used 
Digitrax outfit from an OVAR member, which is supposed to have worked well.  It has five-amp capacity.  We studied, or 
I really should say David Strong studied, the Digitrax manuals.  He considers electrical issues like a puzzle, where as 
Yogi and I consider them more of mysterious phenomena not to be touched unless one has to. 

As things progressed, we realized that an electronic component, which Digitrax calls a PM42, was a mystery to us 
because we had no literature on it.  Yogi printed off its manual from the Internet and voila, it was discovered that it is a 
program manager for the DCC and will automatically handle both reverse loops as well as any short circuits in our two 
electrical districts. 
The DCC whole panel of wiring, contact strips, transformers, switches, circuit boards and wires is suddenly all making 
sense to us.  We are ready to get serious about installing the DCC.  But first we must correct the rail configuration in the 
reverse loop (i.e. install insulation gaps). Since all the rails are soldered at the joiners, separating the wye track feeding 
the loop is a bit of an issue but it gets done.  But many questions arise even after reading the manuals.  Should we hook 
up the DCC to the rails, the electrical buss or the DCC booster (yes)?; should we double gap the track for each sub-district 
(yes)?; where are the sub-districts best applied?; How does the power booster or is it the program manager that applies 
the actual power to the track (both)?; is the power AC or DC (both)?; and on and on it goes.  Slowly we advance on the DCC 
but we move cautiously.

But finally on March 22, we summon the courage and hook up the wires to the DCC and thus to the track.  We think we 
have it right and we do.  Yogi has a DCC equipped Spectrum 0-6-0 and it can hardly contain itself as it slides around the 
track.  It is going to take a bit of study to figure out the proper use of the throttles but it will come I am sure.  However; 
while it is not complex to install DCC on the layout, the manuals have some effective communication problems as we 
struggled a bit to get things going.  Yogi had enough smarts to bring this part of the layout to fruition.  The real task now 
is to understand how to operate the hand held throttles effectively.

So now what?  I guess I had better get my Spectrum 2-8-0 fitted with decoders and sound.  David says he to shall get 
working on having his Shay DCC equipped before long.

Does this mean we shall start thinking about building that mountain next??  Stay tuned.

Eric Halpin



Check out the New MVAR Web Site for the latest club news and updates!!!
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Coaling and Sand Tower

Arial View

Engine Service Yard

Eric’s Algoma and Rideau Railroad. Next Meeting
Thursday October 25

Doors open @18:30h
Meeting starts @19:00h

At the Head Office of
George Margita’s

Ontario Midland Railway
4947 Hamilton Road.
R. R. 4 Almonte ON.

Topic

Streetcars
presented by

Bob Meldrum
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