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The RailLink Newsletter is supported by its members 
who submit articles and photos of interest that they want 
other members to see and or benefit from. Let us know 
what you are doing on your model railroad and send in 
some info. It is very easy to Get Published.  
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A model of a proposed transfer station between trains, like a GO train or a Bud (type) Car, a light rail train 

and a bus was on display. Story on Page 3

Photo By Ron Legge
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Treasures Report
For September 2007

Please help YOUR club’s leaders help YOU! [If you 

change your address, TELL ME! [If you change your 

phone number, TELL ME! [If you have e-mail, and you 

change your address, TELL ME! [by e-mailing me at 

jsaunders15@cogeco.ca. 
Or by calling me at 613-258-4243.    

John Saunders

Income: From Memberships $230.00
Expenses: Plaque and Dinner for speaker   $25.00

The have 23 PAID memberships including 2 New 
members for the current year and 3 Life members as of 
end of September. 

If you know of anyone who would like to join our club, 
please have them contact myself or anyone else on the 
Executive team. The yearly membership fee is only 
$10.00. Inquiries may be forwarded to any MVAR club 
member. You will find some of them at The Gourmet 
Restraunt on Saturday mornings between 07:30h and 
09:00h in dining room or at Tim Horton’s in Almonte on 
Wednesday mornings around 09:45 until 10:30.. 
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ALL ABOOOOOARRRRRD

Memberships Please

President’s Message

Well a month has passed since my last comments.   I 
asked for your opinions as to where the club should go.  
The response has been overwhelming.  No one has said or 
expressed a thought.  Does this mean you don't care?  You 
seem happy with the status quo or to Hell with it.  I'll  just 
go along with what ever the program committee puts on.  

Have you looked at the section on the website about "tips"? 
Is it help full?  I will ask for a discussion on the October 
meeting agenda. I will also ask George Margita to chair 
the November meeting as I will be away looking for some 
new or old ideas re  Railway Operations with my C.F.O.   
Maybe George and Mike can stir up some help and ideas 
for the New Year  George, A repeat of Sept. meeting in 
January would be great in my opinion.  

Al Spriggs

Editors Report

Current Membership 2008
26

September Meeting/Dinner
30

Saturday Breakfast @ Gourmet
11 was the average for September

Wednesday Café @ Tim Horton Almonte
5 was the average for September

WANTED
Model Railroad Articles for The RailLink.

Please remember that this is your club and if U want to 
make it exciting and active it is up to U to do so. The 
executive can put it together but U have to take part as 
well.
If  you have an article or photo of interest which you would 
like to share and have published in our monthly 
newsletter, just contact David McCurdy @ 613.253.5519 
or email: dmccurdy@sympatico.ca. or drop it off at 606 
Quarry Road. A Word, WordPerfect, Text or email 
document would be easier and (please use spell checker). 
Any photos or articles used, credit will displayed with 
article i.e. Photos by Author or Courtesy of -----------------
The deadline for submission of items to the newsletter is 
by the 15th of each month. This will allow for the printing 
of the newsletter. Thanks' to all who have contributed 
articles, items and photos in the past for the newsletters.

David McCurdy
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Two photos from our 2008 season opening dinner 
meeting, one of David Jeanes and one of the 
proposed linkage of the three parts of the Ottawa 

September Opening Dinner

Our club met at a new dinner location, the Anglican 
Church in Ashton. Wow, what a dinner the ladies put on. 
For the first time I did not here one word of complaint 
about the food, and certainly not about the amount. 
Thank you to the members who organized this, and 
especially the ladies who did the cooking.

Our guest speaker was the well known David Jeanes of 
Transport 2000 and of Friends of the O-Train. He briefly 
gave us some of his background. This involved dealing 
with the changes to the Trans Continental/Canadian to 
the west cost and its many changes over the years of CP, 
CN and VIA. A similar story resulted with the Ocean 
Limited being closed down in the mid 1990’s as the 
shorter route through Maine was closed off.

Back in 1981 Bud car service ended under Dows Lake. 
And that was that until Ottawa went looking for a 
change. In the mid 1990’s the German diesel light rail 
was recommended for Ottawa and it took 2 years to put 
together a plan. Bombardier’ Talent was used for country 
to city passenger runs in Germany quite successfully. 
Rail road staff was not needed to run the train and this 
pleased the staff at OC Transpo and their union. In June 
of 2003, 8 miles of welded rail was laid. They were able to 
run mixed service on the line with a twelve minute 
separation window. A passing siding with a spring 
actuated switch allowed cars to pass each other on an 
otherwise single track, in what was known as the 
Prescott/Elwood sub. Here, over 12,000 passengers per 
day were carried by only two three car trains.

Several light rail systems in Europe were shown with 
different engines and different methods of powering 
them. Some had traditional poles and centenary while 
others had the wires anchored to building and just the 
power line running down the street to give a much more 
open appearance. Still others used dual power. Most met 
up with other forms of surface transport, such as busses 
or trains at central stations right in the heart of a city to 
allow passengers to transfer easily.

The Calgary experience stated in 1980 with light rail and 
involved closing streets down town to cars and using 
overhead wiring. Future growth may involve going 
underground.

Edmonton started in 1978 with a subway, 4 kilometer of it 
underground. Poor design lead to an expensive bridge at 
the University of Edmonton to cross the near by river. The 
new connection is about a 100 feet underground.

Toronto uses street cars which are aging quickly. Many 
years ago the couplers to allow cars to be joined together 
for multi unit operation disappeared and can not now be 
economically remade.

Vancouver has used a different type, called the Sky Train 
but it can not be used with any other type of system, or run 
on the street and it is expensive to expand. 

Ottawa is now looking at a subway downtown, under the 
canal to the U of Ottawa. A proposal to run light rail on the 
surface along with buses has caused many down town 
merchants to rebel. They say the fumes, congestion and 
destruction of parking and access to stores would chase 
away business. Another proposal is to have the light rail 
run into a transfer station near Lebreton Flats joining 
busses and trains, with a similar station in the south east 
end, maybe near the train station. 

This would allow the current rails to be used, and large 
transfer stations to handle all of the traffic going into 
town, including those arriving by rail. Tests using the 
current system showed a good saving of time.

Cost has been a large part of the discussion. Used 
equipment and lines like we have now can cost out at 
about 5 million compared to an all new system at about 25 
million per kilometer. This would also involve the closing 
of the current line for up to two years while the changes 
are made. 

Our speaker was thanked by George who presented him 
with a plaque to show our appreciation.

By Ron Legge

Photo By Ron Legge
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Laurenz Harff’s Railroad 

The names kind of describe the pictures. The 
village is a work in progress, though it used 
many European buildings I guess one might 
surmise that it is a tourist village designed 
to attract those who cannot afford a European 

trip or holiday I think it looks good. 
Laurenz  is using many different scenic 
techniques and they generally come out 
pretty good. It is too bad we cannot get more
modelers to just dive in and enjoy.  
 

The first crossing pictures are of the lift out bridge.  It  is 
now wired to carry (DCC)power  from the original layout 
to a new section on the opposite wall. The lift out is setup 
so that when removed it will automatically cut the power 
to a lead in section of track so that there is little or no 
chance that some one would run the train into the 
bottomless pit. HO trains don’t fly to good! The process of 
removal and reinstallation of the lift out is designed so 
that the electrical connections are completely automatic 
and only require the physical placement of the bridge in 
the gap.     

by Mike Smithson

TALES FROM THE OMR 
BY George Margita 
 

Holy cow! Has another month just slipped past 
already? You certainly couldn’ t mark the passing of  
time by observing change around the OMR yards or 
shops bec ause there hasn’t been any perceptible 
change to be seen.  That diner we reported about last 
issue is no further ahead in construction as we 
prepare this months report. However , we can expect 
that behind the scenes activity is in full swing 
ordering interior  hardware  and fixtures to furnish 
and finish the interior so as to be ready for  customers 
when the outer work is completed and the diner 
finally opens for business. And, if talk is cheap, it is 
not necessarily abundant because the only bit of 
rumor I can eavesdrop onto around the yards  and 
coffee breaks is something about a possible shop 
project involving rolling stock repairs. 
 
Now if there is any truth to it that would certainly be 
a welcome developmen t because an y number of 
railcars that I’ve seen in the yards both at Almonte 
and M idlan d and some  stuff currently in storage are 
long overdue overhauling as I can attest,  even with 
my limited knowledge. Like, how hard is it to figure 
that a boxcar with just one coupler needs attention? 
I’ve also come across a few boxcars in storage that  
have yet to have the pertinent data painted on their 
sides. Cripes ! That brings to mind recollections of 
rumors long ago about the OMR opening up its paint 
shop but that sure hasn’t happened yet either. Well, I 
guess that’s the nature of rumors eh?  
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CNR Trainman David McCurdy 1964 

 
GENERAL RULES 
 
A. Employees whose duties are  prescribed by these 
rules must have a copy of them accessible when on 
duty. 
   Employees whose duties are in any way affected by 
the time table must have a copy of the current time 
table, and supplements ther eto if any, with them 
while on duty. 

 
B. Employees must he conversant with and obey the 
rules and special instructions. If in doubt as to their 
meaning they must apply to prope r authority for an 

explanation. 
 

NOTE: Special instru ctions may be issued by proper 
authority and will be found in the current time tables 
and in bulleti ns. 

 
C. Employees must pass the required examinations. 
 
D. Employees in any service connected with the 
movement of trains are subject to the rules and 
special instructions. 
 
E. Employees must render every assistance in their 
power in carrying out the rules  and special 
instructions and report promptly to  the proper 

authority any violation thereof. 
 
F. Accidents, failure in the supply of water or fuel , 
defects in track, bridges, signals, block indicators, or 
any unusual condition which may affect the 
movement of trains, must he promptly reported by the 
quickest available means of communication to the 
proper authority. In case of injury to persons the 

names and addresses of as many witnesses as possible 

must be obtained. 

G. The use of intoxicants or narcotics by employees 

subject to duty, or their possession or  its while on 
duty, is prohibited. 

 

H. The use of tobacco by employees on duty in or 
about passenger stations or in cars carrying 

passengers is prohibited. 

 
J. Employees on duty must wear the prescribed badge 

and uniform and be neat in appearance. 

 
K. To avoid annoyance to the public, employees and 

others authorized to transact business at stations and 

on or about trains  must be courteous, or derly and 
quiet. 

 

L. Employees must always he vigilant to protect, 
and must promptly report anything detrimental to the 

Company's interest, and in case of danger to the 

Company's property must unite to protect it. 
 

 

M. Employees must exercise care to avoid injury 
to themselves or others. They must observe the 

condit ion of  equipment and the tools which they use 

in performing their duties and when found defective 
will, if practicable, put them in safe condition, 

reporting defe cts to the prope r authority.  

 
They must not ride on top or side s of cars  or engines 

passing structures or obstructions at any point at 

which there is restricted overhead or side clearance 
and must inform themselves respecting the location of 

such. 

 
They must expect the movement o f trains, engines or 

cars at any time, on any track, in  either direction. 

 
They must not stand on the track in front of an 

approaching engine or car for the purpose of boarding 

same. 
 

They must be familiar with and he gove rned by the 

Company 's safety rules  and instructions. 
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Next Meeting
Thursday November 22

Doors open @18:30h
Meeting starts @19:00h

Topic
?

presented by
?

THE END
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At George Margita’s
4947 Hamilton Road.

Almonte ON.

BELIEVE IT or NOT

  
The picture above is a 1:29 scale model 

of a SD-45 by Aristo Craft.

The picture below is a 
1:29 scale model of a person.???

Photo by Dennis MacTavishPhoto by Dennis MacTavish

MVAR is a proud supporter ot
The World’s Greatest Hobby

Executives for 2008
President: Al Spriggs 613.256.1453

Vice President: ?

Secretary: Ron Legge 613.257.5110

Treasurer: John Saunders 613.258.4243

Membership: John Saunders 613.258.4243

Program: George Margita 613.257.7769

Program: Mike Smithson 613.253.7532

Badges: John Morin 613.257.4578

Video Library: ?

Club Archivist:Ron Legge 613.257.5110

Newsletter: David McCurdy 613.253.5519

Webmaster: Rod Goodwin 613.256.0551

Web Site: www.mvar.almontecentral.ca
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