
Check out the New MVAR Web Site for the latest club updates : 

www.mvar.almontecentral.ca

The RailLink
Mississippi Valley Associated Railroaders - MVAR

Carleton Place, Ontario Canada

December 2007     Our 21st. Year      Issue 13  Volume 4

The RailLink Newsletter is supported by its 
members who submit articles and photos that 
they think other members maybe interested in. 
Let us know what you are doing on your model 
railroad and Get Published.  
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The Executive wishes A Very Merry Christmas and Healthy, Happy, 
Prosperous  and Safe New Year to All its Members and their Families. 

Reg Bilodeau
passed away early Saturday
morning December 15, 2007

in the Carleton Place Hospital
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President’s Message

We had a Great trip from Turkey to Spain by boat, of 
course, “tough walk” I was looking for train stuff so 
that I could call it a business trip but no luck only 
heard of one train store in Malta and it was closed.

Reg Bilodeau passed away early Saturday morning in 
the Carleton Place Hospital. For those who do not 
know Reg you are missing a wonderful modeler, a good 
hearted man and a generous friend. 
Reg’s wife Alda and family are now disposing of the 
tools and equipment. If you are interested in looking at 
it call Mike Smithson or myself and we will arrange a 
visit.

Our editor asked for articles of interest for the 
RailLink Newsletter so I decided to check out the 
operation of Trinbrallee R.R. Somewhat like George 
over at the OMR. Well I tell you it is in some poor state. 
At the stock pens I found 35-50 steers in one pen, 15-20 
horses in another, pigs, chickens, goats and other 
animals I didn’t know jammed into another so these 
have to be culled. The sidings are jammed solid. The 
steam engine storage as well as the diesel yard are 
disaster areas. The C.F.O. Has said CUT BACK, 
REDUCE expenses ans SELL or Lease out. So 
planning is in the works for spring with small sales 
over the winter.

I am glad to see that my suggestion for the January 
dinner meeting was accepted by all to go back to the 
church for roast beef dinner.

Marg and I wish you the very best of the Season and for 
the next year. At least till June when one of you will 
take over as President, CEO or whatever.     
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WANTED
Model Railroad Articles for The RailLink.
Thank you to the members who have submitted 
articles for The RailLink to date. Please remember 
that this is Your club and if You want to make it 
exciting and active it is up to You to do so. The 
executive can put it together but You have to take 
part as well. If  you have an article or photo of interest 
which you would like to share and have published, 
just contact David McCurdy @ 613.253.5519 or email: 
dmccurdy@sympatico.ca. or bring it out with you to 
breakfast at the Gourmet Restraunt.  Any photos or 
articles used, credit will displayed with article i.e. 
Photos by Author or Courtesy of -----------------
The deadline for submission of items for The RailLink 
newsletter is by the 15th of each month. This will 
allow for the printing of the newsletter. Thanks' again 
to all who have contributed articles, items and photos 
in the past for the newsletters.

David McCurdy

Wheel Arrangements 
By Rod Goodwin 
 
Classification is used to describe the wheel 
arrangement of conventional steam locomotives. 
The first number describes the leading wheels, 
the middle number gives the arrangement of 
driving wheels; the last is the number of trailing 
wheels. 
 
0-6-0   Six-wheel tank 
0-8-0   Eight-wheel tank  
2-6-0   Mogul 
2-6-2   Prairie 
2-8-0   Consolidation 
2-8-2   Mikado, Mike 
2-8-4   Berkshire, Kanawha 
2-10-0   Decapod 
2-10-2   Santa Fe 
2-10-4   Selkirk, Texas 
4-4-0   American 
4-4-2   Atlantic 
4-6-0   Ten Wheeler 
4-6-2   Pacific 
4-6-4   Hudson, Baltic 
4-8-0   Twelve (12) Wheeler 
4-8-2   Mountain, Mohawk 
4-8-4   Northern 
2-6-6-6            Allegheny, Alleghenies 
2-8-8-4            Yellowstone 
4-6-6-4            Challenger 
4-8-8-4            Big Boy 
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MVAR MEETING, NOV. 22, 2007  

 

George welcomed us to his home once again, and 
opened the meeting with only 8 hearty members in 
attendance due to the very bad weather.  George 
started by saying that the Saturday morning 
breakfast at the Gourmet restaurant in Carleton 
Place attracts 8 to 12 people per week, or  more.  
The newly formed Wednesday morning coffee 
group at Tim Horton’s in Almonte attracts 4 to 12 
depending on the weather and the infamous ”TO 
Do” list.  George reminded us that Dave will be 
producing a December news letter available on the 
web site and in paper format at the Saturday 
morning breakfast, or at the January meeting. 
There will NOT be a December meeting as it is 
always too close to Christmas.   
 

As those who came out know, we had two excellent 
presentations by two first time presenters.  David 
Biggs and Jack Leonard both presented very 
interesting introductions to their work and have 
agreed to come back and give a fuller, more 
detailed one later, with some hands on modeling 
for members.  I, for one, will look forward to that 
night.  
 

David Biggs displayed a module which started off 
as a shelf display and became a scenic one. It may 
end up as the first of a series of modules for a 
layout. The rock cut, tunnel portal and harsh 
scenery were very well done.  David built it using 
plywood and pink insulation foam board.  (He 
suggested that the pink foam was usually 
available real cheap if you ask for a damaged 
piece, some times a tenth of the regular cost).  The 
pink insulation was built up in layers by using 
Liquid Nail and then weighted down, compressing 
it until it was dry.  Another method is to use a low 
temperature glue gun.  The blocks were then 
shaped by using a variety of tools, such as a rasp, 
screw driver, X-acto knife, solder gun, metal ruler 
or a dry wall saw to give non uniform markings.  

 
Painting was down using a cheap brush and latex 
acrylic paint.  The paint was watered down to the 
consistence of water for ease of application and to 
help it soak into the material.  A small brush or 
even a Q-Tip can be used for application.  The 
colour was a matt white-brown-grey, uneven like 
the real world.  
 

Telegraph poles were made from bamboo skewers. 
Trees and ground scrubs were made from (free) 
left over florist Oasis of the wet type.   

The dry type is also usable.  First, let it dry.  Then 
put it into a blender and add any colour you need.  
The trees were made from furnace filter material.  
The first coat of paint was brown followed by a 
coat of green paint.  Spiraea makes a  good base 
and it can be sealed by hairspray. David is now 
building a 2 x 4 module. 
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Jack Leonard was our second presenter this 
night and introduced us to “T” track or “Japanese 
N” scale.  The scale is 1/160 compared to 1/150 and 
the people, as Japanese are smaller are modeled 
as 1/144. The track is, however, true N scale. The 
concept developed because of the lack of space to 
build western style layouts.  Thus, a table top 
design was made up.  It consists of a plywood box 
12 ¼ by 8 ½ and 2 ¾ inches deep filled with a 
Styrofoam base (or it could be panelling) with 
adjustable feet on each corner to level one box to 
the next box.  The tracks run from one box to the 
next at a common point, (like HO Track) and 
generally run for 2 or 3 boxes and then enter a 
corner box to make a layout.  The track is KATO 
Uni “N” track.  Atlas N scale track also inter-
connects. The track itself locks the modules 
together for operation.  Jack has used re-railers to 
join his boxes together.  
 

 
 
The boxes only show above grade, but one could 
turn the module upside down to model a ravine or 
gully. The Styrofoam is prepared by covering it 
with brown paper towels, wet with white glue, and 
then painted brown or green for texture. 
 

The main problem with this hobby is that all the 
material comes from Japan, and all of the hobby 
magazines are in Japanese.  There is a small but 
growing interest in this scale in the USA. 
 

Both David and Jack made excellent presentations 
and answered all questions.  Both are ready to 
come back in the spring to give a more detailed 
“show and tell” of their hobby and a hands on 
scenery and tree making session for those 
interested.   

 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to All 
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There are many ways to get 
Articles you want published

In The RailLink editor, email,
Saturday breakfast, Wednesday coffee,

Deliver to my office
or

WE CAN PICK UP

If you can get you Article or Ideas to the 
RailLink editor it will be sorted out and 

sent to the proper department to be 
considered or Published ASAP 

 

Continued from Page 3
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Photographing Trains 
By John Morin 
 
As I si t at my computer and read the  RailLink 
newsletter each month done by David McCurdy, I 
think back over the years and realize that the 
indiv idual contribution is the  key to its  success. The 
Model Railroading Hobby covers a wide variety of 
subjects and areas. I enjoy photographing the 12 inch 
to the foot trains. You can bring back great treasures 
as I call them at the end of the  day. 
 

From time to time you photograph some brand NEW 

equipment, then it makes you wonder when will they 
make  a model of i t. Sometimes it may never happen 
and therefore as a modeler you could proto-type one. 
 
So you’ re modeling a railroad and want it to look pro-
typica l. Well on November 3 2 007, I captured  this we ll 
weathered SOO LINE boxcar as it was leaving Smiths 
Falls westbound. Also captured was this tank car in 
the siding. Real time Photos help you. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

On November 2 2 007 wh ile in Smiths  Falls I captured 
these brand new cars not knowing what they were use 
for. I asked a fri end who told me that they could be 
used for those pre-assembled track sections with ties 
and rails which can be u tilized quickly to repair 

tracks and minimize traf fic delays. 
 

 
Photos by John Morin  
 
Railfanners are individuals w ho go trackside  and 
through the eye of photography preserve our 

railroading  past and present for the future.  Over the 
years I have many treasurers which I would li ke to 
share . 
 
John 
 

TALES FROM THE OMR 
By George Margita         December 2007 

 

This unique December issue of the “RailLink” 
affords us the opportunity to wish Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year to all our 
railroad friends and associates from the 
management and staff of the Ontario Midland 
Railway! There is nothing really to report in this 
dispatch except good wishes for all of you faithful 
(and not so faithful) readers of the “RailLink” 
newsletter. Although its not news in the sense 
that there is nothing new about it but the OMR 
will once again this year be tidying up along the 
line in order to operate its own traditional 
Christmas Train. Management is aware of the 
CPR Christmas Train with all the fabulous lights 
and entertainment and we do not try to compete 
with that by any means. Our only claim is that a 
train does in fact run on OMR trackage! 
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How the Algoma Mountain was built and detailed 
By Eric Halpin 

 

Regular readers of some of my articles must be getting tired of hearing about me discussing the 
construction of this mountain so let this final article on it be the last.  The reason I have mentioned this 
large structure on the Algoma and Rideau model railway is because it has consumed so much of my time 
and efforts.  It is large!  I can stand inside it comfortably and I am no shrinking violet. It has a total of 
four hidden tracks inside of it with an average 36” radius each.  There are four tunnel entrances with 
liners for these tracks. The track leading into the tunnels had to be ballasted as access after the mountain 
was created would be difficult.  The outside has a track of about 38” radius around the perimeter.  Part of 
this outside track crosses a 3’ long steel plate trestle crossing a 100’ HO scale gorge. It is loosely modeled 
after the northern Ontario pre-Cambrian rock structures which can be readily seen around the Thunder 
Bay and Nipigon areas of the province.  
 
To recap some earlier comments: I decided to build the frame of the mountain structure using chicken 
wire supported by scrap plywood rafters.  Several pieces of scrap pink rigid foam insulation where also 
incorporated into the rafters as additional support.  I used the 2” diamond wire mesh which was a 
mistake as the 1” diamond is stronger.  Ultimately I used three layers of wire to beef it up and get the 
mushiness out of it.  This may have been overkill as the hard-shell made it rigid but I didn’t want to take 
a chance.   The wire itself was stapled to the adjacent plywood.  The cut ends of the wire were just twisted 
around each other to join wire sections. 
 
I used ordinary blue shop towels as the hard-shell base.  Towels were presoaked in a bucket of water to 
facilitate the plaster wetting process.  Another bucket of Polyfil sculpting plaster was used in a thick but 
soupy mix.  It would set up in about twenty minutes so you had to work fairly quickly.  A wet section of 
toweling was pulled from the water, placed in the plaster mix and thoroughly covered, excess drip off back 
into the plaster bucket and the plaster coated sheet of towel was placed on the wire mesh.  It doesn’t 
make any difference if you start at the top or bottom of your frame.  Don’t worry, about getting it perfect 
as the subsequent layer(s) will cover any imperfections in your first layer.  However don’t allow excessive 
wrinkles to remain in the towels.  Before even starting the process, place poly or newspapers on the floor 
to catch drips and ease cleanup.  COVER UP ALL TRACKWORK THAT COULD GET PLASTER ON IT.  
It is important to let the first layer of hard-shell completely dry before adding the second layer.  This 
drying process will likely take at least three days.  The second layer should be done using the same 
processes but stagger the towel joints somewhat.  Get a good covering of plaster on each towel.  You will 
obviously find that you don’t get the same amount of drips as the first layer as any drips usually just fal l 
onto the first layer already applied.  Some modelers recommend three layers of towels.  I decided two was 
ample.  Once this layer dries you can decide if another layer is necessary. 
 
I had made a large selection of plaster rocks earlier before I even started the hard-shell.  I was very 
nervous about this part of the scenery process as I wanted it to look very good. The method I used was to 
apply a good dab of white interior latex house caulking onto the back of each rock mold and just stick it 
onto the hard-shell.  Using a mix and match process the rocks were applied and the mountain took shape 
nicely.  Don’t fret about gaps between each rock as they can be filled in latter.  I saved all the little bits of 
broken plaster during the rock mold process and these were now applied in the gaps.  The gaps were also 
filled with the caulking to eliminate any spaces and provide a solid and uniform looking rock structure.  
Most of these rocks were made of Hydrocal but some were made with Polyfil.  The hydrocal is better to 
use I found (stronger). 
 
After laboring over what latex color to paint/stain the mountain I finally chose the base color and I diluted 
it with water.  Once applied it, I felt it was a bit too light so I added several drops of black India ink, yes 
ink, to darken the color slightly.  Use a straw to add ink to your main paint/stain as you get great control 
in how much you add.  You don’t need much ink.  After this was dry I mixed some ink and water together 
to make a wash and lightly went over much of the mountain to give it the right amount of shading etc.  
Rock crevices can be given a slightly darker wash of ink to add depth and shadows.   Continued on Page 10
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Loram Rail Grinder Train RG 311 
By John Soehner 
 
Recent ly the Loram Ra il Grinder RG 311 ma de a pass 
through the eastern edges of the Belleville Sub.  I was able 
to capture a few shots of the train on two occasions as it 
was working its way through Feldspar – Mud Lake, then 
east of Perth to the Elmsley siding.  The first few photos 
were taken at Feldspar, Mud Lake area, Decem ber 6, 2007. 

 

 
 
The train has a number of a rticulated cars with grinding 

wheels that reshape the rail. 
 

 
 
The train makes three passed on curves and areas that 
need extra work.  Here the train is making its third pass on 
the curve that leads from the wood bridge at Feldspar to 
the Mud Lake Trestle (far side of the trestle), then on  to 
the c urve between the Mud Lake Trestle and the Hamilton 
bridge (ahead of the train). 

 
 
A close up of the  grinding a ction showing the deflectors 
that contain the sparks! 
 

 
 
The t rain has two large water tanks that are utilized to 
reduce fires at other times of the year that could  result 
from the grind ing process. The water may also be involved 
in a cooling process as water lines lead to the grinders 
ahead.  
 

The Loram Rail Grinder overnighted at  Elliott sid ing.  The 
next day, December 7 , 2007, I caught some action east o f 
Perth and at Elmsley siding around the west switches area.  
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MVAR is proud to be a supporter of

The World’s Greatest Hobby
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The grinders working east of Irwin St., Perth. 
 

 
 
Loram RG 311 on the main at the west end of Elmsley 
siding, Moore Rd. crossing.  The operations were curtailed 
as the train approa ched #235 that is waiting “in the hole’.  
 

 

The train pulls up on the main line to allow Train #235 with 

9833 lead ing to pull “out of th e hole”  onto  the main and 
head west.  The Grinder had to stop operat ions as the #235 
had some hazardous materials in the consist. 
 

 
 
Roland “Butch”  Neadow of the Tichbo rne Ma intenance 
Group came down from the “caboose” of the Loram train  to 
give the #235 a visual inspection.   

 
Perth and Elmsley photos taken December 7, 2007 
 

Just another great day trackside  
By John Soehner 

Tid Bits
from Your Guide to the 
World of Model Trains!

“World’s Greatest Hobby”

How do you prevent derailments? 

Poor trackwork, faulty wheels, sharp curves, and 
unrealistically high speeds are often the culprits. Checking 
whether the wheels and track are in gauge (using a 
National Model Railroad Association standards gauge) is a 
logical first step if a particular car or section of track seems 
to be at the center of recurring derailments. 

MVAR is proud to be a supporter of

The World’s Greatest Hobby
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OPERATING RULES 
 

NOTE: Unless otherwise specified, these rules are 
applicable without respect to the number of tracks. 

Wherever the word "flag man " appears herein it 
applies to the employee required to perform such 
duties . 
 Wherever the word "Superintendent" appears 
herein it applies to the officer in charge o f a Division 
(or Area). 
 Wherever the word "radio" appears herein it 
refers to “Railw ay Radio Communi cation System" a nd 

employees using such equipment most be conversant 
with the instruction s relating thereto. 
 

STANDARD TIME 
 

NOTE: Either the 12-hour or 24-hour system, as 
indicated by the time shown in current time tables, 
will he used for all 
purposes in connection with the movement of trains. 
All t imes  shown herein are on the 12 hour system. 
 
 1. Sta ndard time will be transmitted daily in 

the manner prescribed. 
 
 Standard clocks will be maintained at  stations 
designa ted by  time table. 
 
 Employees charged with the duty of receiving 
time signals must record on prescribed form and on 
indica tor cards any variation from standard time. 
 
 2. Each conductor, engineman, trainman, 
fireman, yard foreman, yardman, and such other 
employees as the Company may direct, must carry, 
while on duty, a reliable railway grade watch 

approved by the proper authority and for which there 
must be a prescribed certificate on file  with the 
designated railway officer. 

 3. Employees required to use railway grade 
watches must, un less other wise directed,  submit 
them to  a designated watch inspector for examination 
and record at interval s not exceeding ninety days.  
  

If watches reflect a variation of more than thirty 
seconds when compared with correct time, they must 
be set to reflect a variation of less than thirty seconds. 
Employees must not regulate their watches. 
 
 Watches of conductors, enginemen and yard 
foremen must he compared with a designated 
standard clock, where provided bef ore commencing 
each  day's work, The time when watch is compared 
with standard clock and the  result of such comparison 
must be recorded on the prescribed form. If watch is 
set the word "set''  must also be recorded with the 
varia tion. 
 

 
 
 If a designated standard clock is not 
accessible, standard time must be obtained from the 

train dispatcher, or by comparing with a conductor, 
engineman or yard foreman who has  had access to a 
standard clock and has it registered. 
 
Conductors, enginemen, yard foremen, pilots and 
snow plow f oremen, shall, when practicable, compare 
time with each other before starting on each trip or 
bef ore commencing work and with other members of 
their crew as soon as practicable. 
 

 Cards supplied by watch inspectors showing 
record of the rating of watches must be carried while 
on duty  by employees required to use railway grade 
watches. 
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CNR Trainman David McCurdy 1964
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Program

Scratch Building 
Models

Presented
by

Brian Earl

THE END
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MVAR’S ANNUAL 
NEW YEAR DINNER

Thursday JANUARY 24, 2008
Church Hall of Christ Church

8948 Flewellyn Road 
Ashton ON.

Doors open @18:30h
Meeting starts @19:00h

As a final touch I applied a dry wash of dark 
green paint to some of the rock to give the rocks 
an aged mossy tone.   Several other modelers 
have seen the results and think the mountain 
looks very good so I am very pleased. 
 
Handmade trees (subject of another article I am 
afraid) were applied and some various shades of 
Woodland Scenic ground foam added to give the 
mountain some life.   All in all, it looks decent if I 
do say so.  I hope you take the opportunity to see 
this mountain next spring during an open house 
on the Algoma and Rideau. 
 

Continued from Page 6

The January RailLink
will be in Memory of 

Reg Bilodeau

If you have any 
stories or special moments 

that you want to share 
please email them to me 

for the newsletter

President: Al Spriggs 613.256.1453

Vice President: ?

Secretary: Ron Legge 613.257.5110

Treasurer: John Saunders 613.258.4243

Membership: John Saunders 613.258.4243

Program: George Margita 613.257.7769

Program: Mike Smithson 613.253.7532

Badges: John Morin 613.257.4578

Video Library: ?

Club Archivist:Ron Legge 613.257.5110

Newsletter: David McCurdy 613.253.5519

Webmaster: Rod Goodwin 613.256.0551

Web Site: www.mvar.almontecentral.ca

Executives for 2008
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