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The Thousand Island Train Show at Clayton NY.  -  Sept 6 & 7, 2008 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

One of the reasons the club has grown so well is the friends we 
make in the hobby from our surrounding area and the Train 
Shows we go to. We go in car pools to places a few hours away 
where we meet other groups that do the same thing. These day 
trips can be very educational and FUN.   
 

MARK YOU CALENDER FOR SEPTEMBER 25 FOR OUR 
ANNUAL FALL OPENING ROAST BEEF DINNER                             www.greatesthobby.com             
 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca  

http://www.greatesthobby.com/


The Presidents Report for August 2008. 
By Eric Halpin  

There has been favorable feedback to my earlier made suggestion that MVAR hold a 
flea/swap/sale for all of our individual extra, slightly used, new, old, unwanted model 
railway equipment including scenery, structures, etc. This event will likely be held on a 
regular Thursday night in lieu of a speaker later this fall.  So start getting your stuff ready. 
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I want to mention the wonderful opportunity you can have every month when the full 
moon rises at Smiths Falls. Several of us gather at the CP/VIA station about 400 pm and 
check out the action before heading over to the Smiths Falls Restaurant for a great 
Montreal smoked meat sandwich.  Then it’s back to the station or one of several crossings 
to watch the inbound/outbound trains.  We often get to talk to the train crews and last 
week we were even invited to climb into the cab (a first).  Best of all, is that we are 
actually doing some rail fanning with others of a similar interest.  Periodically we run into 

visitors from the US and other parts of Canada who are also out for the fun.  Why not try this event the next full 
moon?  John Soehner is the contact guy for these events. 
 
Hey, the Gananoque train show August 9 and 10 was well worth attending.  Plus let us please help Mike Smithson 
in getting program presenters for this year’s line up. Maybe you can talk on some subject yourself? 
 
I am just back from Jim and Phyllis Davis’s place in Kemptville where they hosted a wonderful afternoon of train 
and model enthusiasts to their home.  Shame on you if you didn’t make it.  About a dozen folks came out and had a 
great tour of Jim’s HO and G gauge railways.  Both layouts were very well done.  Plus Jim continues his efforts in 
promoting the hobby by constructing a portable (by trailer) G gauge layout.  Hosting an open house is a rewarding 
experience and I never fail to get new ideas from seeing what others are doing.  It is exactly this sort of interchange 
activity that I wish to promote in the MVAR group.  As such, we are planning to have an event next summer at 
Jim’s so if you missed this year, you get one more chance!  Don’t fell left out, as your turn may come to host a 
group! 
 
Look. Let’s face it; MVAR is about railways, trains, modeling and the resultant camaraderie that is part of doing 
enjoyable things together with those of a similar interest. SURELY IT MUST BE MORE THEN JUST A 
WEEKLY TOAST AND COFFEE!  An example of this was the full moon get-together at the Falls in August.  I 
think about six guys showed up including a newcomer from Merrickville. We had a great time sitting out on our 
chairs, watching trains, chatting and taking a few photos.  I think even the train crews are getting a kick out of 
seeing us there. 
 
Speaking of toast and coffee; after breakfast with you guys I had the opportunity of heading over to David 
McCurdy’s place to give him a few hours of cheap labor.  Yes it was work but fun work not only helping a fellow 
hobbyist but by seeing how the work aided it the development of David’s railway.  Can you not spare a few hours 
to help another MVARite? 
 
I am so impressed by the talents of many of my fellow members.  After a few inquiries you may be surprised at 
who can help you with an issue on your railway. 
 
Dinners ready.  See you at our Season Opening Roast Beef diner September 25.  
 
Eric Halpin 
ehalpin@ripnet.com
613-264-9693 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca  

mailto:ehalpin@ripnet.com


 
The Treasures Report – For August – 2008 
By John Saunders 

The current membership for 2008 -09 Year is 26.  The yearly 
membership fee is still only $10.00. Inquiries may be forwarded to any MVAR club 
member. You will find about 12 to 15 of them at The Gourmet Restraunt on 
Saturday mornings between 07:30h and 09:00h in dining room or at Tim Horton’s in 
Almonte on Wednesday mornings around 09:45 until 10:30. Please help YOUR club’s 
leaders help YOU! [If you change your address, TELL ME! - If you change your 
phone number, TELL ME! - If you have e-mail, and you change your address, TELL 
ME! - by e-mailing me at jsaunders15@cogeco.ca.  Or by calling me at 613-258-4243.     
The 2008-2009 memberships will be sold at the September Dinner Meeting. 

 
 

 
 
The RailLink Editor – WANTED - Model Railroad Articles for the RailLink. 
By David McCurdy   

Thank you to the members who have submitted articles for The 2008 
RailLink to date. Please remember that this is YOUR club and if YOU 
want to make it exciting and active it is up to YOU to do so. The 
executive can put it together but YOU have to take part as well. If YOU 
have an article or photo of interest which you would like to share and 
have published, just contact David McCurdy @ 613.253.5519 or email: 
dmccurdy@sympatico.ca. or bring it out with you to breakfast at the 
Gourmet Restaurant.  Any photos or articles used, credit will displayed 
with article i.e. Photos by Author or Courtesy of -----The deadline for 
submission of items for The RailLink newsletter is by the 15th of each 
month. This will allow for the printing of the newsletter. Thanks' again 
to all who have contributed articles, items and photos in the past for the 
newsletters. 

 
 

Video Library  By George Margita 

 
MVAR has a video library which is available at Georges place to all members 
who wish to borrow videos. The library is open on clinic nights. The policy is 
simple, sign it out and return it at the next meeting. Hopefully will have an 
updated list and maybe there will be some more video donations. If any of the 
members have DVD or Videos to share with the club members please let us 
know. 

 
 

 
 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca  
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Full Moon over the Falls
By John Soehner of greater Bolingbroke. 
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o far we have made it to about 2230 
ours!  

"pull the pin" and perhaps let the full moon take its own course! 

A number of us have made it a 
practice to head over to the 
Smiths Falls Station and area 
on a Full Moon night to watch 
the action in the yard in the 
moonlight. We generally get to 
the Falls as the sun is 
setting. This means that each 
month we have done the "Full 
Moon over the Falls", the 
time changes each month.  I 

would suspect that we will be in front of the VIA Station some 
time around sunset. Part of the fun is getting to eat the "best smoked meat sandwich" west of Montreal 
according to John Delroy. We try to find a bit of time to go to the Smiths Falls Restaurant which is located in 
the small mall downtown where the Giant Tiger and the Liquor store are located. We return to the Station 
area until we are too tired, too cold or too bored to stay any longer.  S
h

 
Eric and I have found that there is a little more action on the Full Moon Night if we head to the Falls around 14:30h or so.  
Getting there a bit earlier means photo ops for a few trains on the OVR such as #225 and perhaps CP #108 along with 
several VIAs e.g. #44, 47, 46, 49 and a number of Belleville Sub trains.  This past "Waning Full Moon over the Falls" Eric and 
I were joined by Dennis MacTavish and David McCurdy and a rail fanner. Generally speaking things get quiet after 2000 
hours and it's not unusual for us to 
 
The Next Full Moon: Mon Sept 15,    Tues Oct 14,    Thur Nov 13,    Fri Dec 12.   
 
 
Public Model Railway Display:  The Acting President of the Smiths Falls Railway Museum of Eastern Ontario 
has approached me about getting interested individuals together to discuss, plan, build and operate a permanent 
model railway display at the museum.  He is offering the 20'x30' former express baggage room attached to the 
station proper.  The museum is planning on hiring a full time staff person shortly that would likely take care of any 
operational issues when other modelers are not available. While there are many significant issues to be resolved 
with an undertaking such as this, I am requesting that any of you seriously interested in helping with such an 
endeavor contact me directly. 
Eric Halpin  
ehalpin@ripnet.com  

mailto:ehalpin@ripnet.com


RAIL FAN PICTURE OF THE MONTH  to MODEL – New for 2009 
These pictures should be of interest to modelers to try and model. 

By Dennis MacTavish 
This picture was taken April 18 2008 at the CP rail 
yard Smiths Falls. 
 
CCPX911 training tank car is unique as it carries many 
different types of tank car valve arrangements and 
even allows participants a chance to see what a tank 
car looks like from the inside classroom. 
 
Members of emergency services are given “hands on” 
information on what to expect if they are called to a 
railway incident involving dangerous goods. This 
training consists of how the railways can protect 
responders entering railway property, railway safety 
and particulars of dangerous goods carrying tank cars. 

 

 
 
For more info on this car go to Google and search for CCPX911 and read the articles.  
 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca  
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By Norm Futter 
My interest in model railways is probably genetic. My father built a 4-4-0 3” gauge 
working steam loco in the war, from scrap metal he harvested from the Vickers  
factory where he was working at Crayford south east London. I have a photo of him 
driving this on someone’s garden track, with me a 4 year old sitting behind him. 
Later in life he moved to Margate and was a tool and dye maker at Hornby’s factory. 
He made many of the molds, including the Flying Scot; and on his retirement was 
presented with a silver one on a plinth that I now have.  After I retired, my wife and I 
were looking at Thomas the tank engines for our grandsons, and she suggested I 
make a real model train. I made a basic loop, enjoyed it and last fall decided on a 
more ambitious project. 
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The little guys both want to be able to run a train; so there are 2 controls. There are 2 
loops; the inner is a figure of 8, with a 40” cross over to the outer loop. They wanted 
a river, a hospital, a farm and a golf course, which they did not get. The base is 

13’6”x 5’, the width being determined by having a minimal radius for the inner loop of 23”, and the length of my 
arms to reach the middle of the board. The base is wooden trestles, and the top 2” pink Styrofoam boards. It’s a 
1960 vintage of the Almonte area with some flexibility. 

 
The track is Atlas, on cork bed. The control panel 
has 3 way switches to each of the 11 segments of 
the track and the 2 controllers. The points close to 
the control panel are manual, using Caboose 
switches, and the distant ones, electrical. 
 
Two of the Styrofoam sheets were cut to make the 
river banks and the base is plywood. The water is 
Environtex; the rocks are from the river, and the 
bridge cardboard on wooden base, painted with 
plaster of Paris. Almost the buildings are scratch 
built and based on local ones. 
 
 

To date, the rolling stock is a Budd car, a couple of 
diesels and an assortment of wagons and a C.N. 
Hudson and 2 coaches. I am working on getting all the 
ground covered, and then more structures and the 
detailing will follow. 

 
Photos by Norman 



John and Cathy Delroy’s N Scale Blackjack Ridge at Elliott 
 
Some 27 years ago John and Cathy packed away their N Scale layout and made a number of moves to the west coast, Ottawa 
and finally building their railside home at Elliott with plans to unpack their N scale booty as soon as they could settle in. 
   
In 2007 a start was made on the Blackjack Ridge, an Arizona inspired layout related to many a holiday trackside in the desert 
and Blackjack Ridge is appropriate as the Delroys reside at Elliott Road crossing, Belleville Sub mileage 21.21! 
 

John is the Roadmaster and Chief Engineering Officer in 
charge of the DCC trackage and note the DCC manual on the 
lower shelf.  Cathy is CEO of the B & B Design and Scenic 
Work for the Blackjack Ridge.  Together they are putting a 
great “little layout” in an immense basement.  The ridge was 
made from a variety of materials - window screening, paper 
towels and hydrocal with rock molds applied and styrofoam, 
then painted and landscaped with real rock and some medium 
and coarse ballast. 

 
Paint and other scenic materials were applied to the 
mountainous terrain. 
 
Tunnels were bored and track laid by many a worker. 
 
John in the meantime has spent many an hour pondering over 
DCC literature, dealing with Tortoise switches, Wabbits and 
other technical information.  And of course get a few engines 
working! 

  
Yards are being created with footprints for further scenic work 
being laid out with balsa or is it chopsticks! 

 
Cathy works at the scenery along the way as well!  
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One of her best kitbashes to date has been the stockyard next 
to the tracks. She manufactured fencing from balsa wood 
and has created a wonderful scene. 

se. 

 
Fencing has been placed around the Texaco fuel terminal 
and warehou
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Blackjack Ridge by John and Cathy Delroy, Photos by John Soehner 
 
 
 
SFRM- Track Construction- Volunteers needed!  
 

We urgently need every set of hands we can get- if you can come out, that’s wonderful. If you can bring a 
friend or two, that’s even better! Please, please, please… thanks! 
  
There will be a work party at the museum Saturday, and frequently thereafter until the job 
is done. 
 

If you can attend Saturday, or can commit to other days, please contact our president, Tony, 
at angusmcduff@storm.ca . 
 
Thanks, guys! The museum is once again a fun place, with many exciting developments underway.  
 

Steve Hunter 
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TALES FROM THE OMR 
September 2008 

By George Margita  
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n it.  

It is September already as I sit down to write this report and 
there is precious little to report as change from our previous 
report. One of the things that happened was that I attended the 
end of season and barbeque of the Mississippi Valley 
Associated Railroaders. This year the event was hosted at a new 
venue which I believe met with the approval of the attending 
members. Typically, after a good feed the members get down to 
the business of elections for the executives that will function for 
the next season of the organization. There were but a few 
changes and a full and competent slate of officers will lead the 
organization forward into a new season. This writer has not 
been able to attend many trade shows this past summer but we 
hope to take in a few more this autumn season to catch up on 
developments in the industry and perhaps to meet some old 
friends. These trade shows are valuable not only as a source of 

information, technology and 
material goods but also as an 
opportunity to renew 
acquaintances that time and 
distance may have diminished. 
Well, back to the OMR itself 
we can report that the shops 
have indeed been busy 
refurbishing rolling stock for 
safe smooth running. Although 
the shop is not yet ideally 
organized for this work, it is 
sufficiently so that several units 
have been turned out of the 
facility. Improvements to the 
facility are being identified and 
implemented as work 
progresses so that the work will 
go easier and quicker in the 

near future. Some additional equipment is also under consideration to further improve the throughput of the operation. Let’s 
see if its all talk or any action follows up o

George has his clearance and ready to roll………  



Coming Events 
 
September 6 – 7 - Clayton NY – Thousand Islands Train Show. Recreation Park Arena. 600 East Line Rd. 
Saturday and Sunday   
 
September 13 -14  -Picton Model Railroaders Model Train and Hobby Show. Held at the Picton fair grounds. 
Sat 10:00am – 5:00pm and  Sun 10:00am – 4pm. Adults $4:00 
 
September 20 - 21 - Toy & Train Show, W.B. George Centre - Kemptville College, Kemptville 
Sat 10AM - 5PM -  Sun 10AM - 4PM 
 
September 25 – M.V.A.R. Fall Dinner – Church Hall of Christ Church –  
8948 Flewellyn Rd Ashton. Doors open @18:00H – Dinner ($15) Served at 19:00H.  
Program Presented By – James Allen – Ottawa Central Railroad. 
 
October 23 – M.V.A.R Monthly meeting @ George Margita’s. 4947 Hamilton Rd. 
Doors open @ 18:30H, Meeting @ 19:00H. We have clinics of interest and special speakers. 
Program is:  The First Annual SWAP / SELL / BUY etc Night……. 
 
March 21 & 22, 2009 – Kingston Rail O Rama Model Train Show.  
Ambassador Hotel  1550 Princess St 
 
 
 
MVAR Executives for The 2008-2009 Year. 

 
 

10

President:  Eric Halpin  613.264.9693   
Secretary:  Ron Legge  613.257.5110   
Treasurer:  John Saunders 613.258.4243 
Membership:  John Saunders 613.258.4243 
   David McCurdy 613.253.5519 
Program:  Mike Smithson 613.253.7532 
Club Archivist: Ron Legge  613.257.5110 
Video Library: George Margita 613.257.7769  
Newsletter:  David McCurdy 613.253.5519 
Webmaster:  Rod Goodwin  613.256.0551 
Web Site:  www.mvar.almontecentral.ca

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 www.greatesthobby.com                           Our 22nd Year                                                   THE END
 
 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca  

http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/
http://www.greatesthobby.com/

