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MVAR’s First Swap/Flea Market was well attended. 
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There was something there for everyone from N to G 
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The Presidents Report for November 2008. 
By Eric Halpin  

I thought I would start this note a bit early because I expect to be quite busy over 
the next few weeks.  First and foremost have you seen the Fall 2008 edition of the 
Rideau Valley Dispatch (the quarterly publication from the Smiths Falls Railway 
Museum)?  It is worth getting a copy to see the very ambitious plans the members 
have for this facility.  It looks fantastic and we can only hope it is achievable.  You 
may recall the President of the SFRM asked me if I could find a dedicated group of 
modelers who would help build a permanent layout in the former baggage room.  I 
ran an ad to this effect in the RailLink (as well as OVARs The Interchange) but 
regrettably I had no takers.  This is most unfortunate and in my opinion is a bit of a 
sad indication as to the future of the hobby. 

 
It was great to see MVAR well represented at the Algonquin College show on Oct 18.  Somehow I only 
spent about $15 which was a break for the wallet.  The ‘N’ scalers have really outdone themselves with 
their portable and modular layouts.  Clearly that is the way to go these days for movable layouts. 
However, as Al Spriggs discovered long ago, its one thing to have a module layout and another to have 
the volunteers to help move, assemble and operate the layout at different venues. 
 
I went down to the Falls to see the Spirit train but couldn’t get near it for people.  That was nice to see as 
folks still have a fascination for trains. 
 
Since the weather is beginning to turn I am looking forward to getting back to work in earnest on the 
Algoma and Rideau.  One of the first jobs will be to weather the rail sides on the whole industrial and 
yard divisions.  It is not my favorite task as it takes hours and hours to do.  Plus several structures require 
building to facilitate logical switching duties and I have about 200 waybills to prepare before we can start 
real ops sessions.  Speaking of operating sessions, I am hoping to move in this direction in the near future 
and as such I will be looking for engineers, conductors and what have you to participate in these sessions.  
If you have an interest in learning about or teaching how to run these sessions, operating a train in tandem 
with another operator or just coming out and watching the fun please let me know.  I will be very flexible 
as to when the sessions are held. 
 
The first annual swap/flea market at MVAR was held this past week and it seemed like a reasonable 
success based on feedback to me.  Lots of rolling stock changed hands as well as a Badger air brush, 
scenic material, track, turn-outs, electrical connections, a DCC system, paintings, railway books, etc.  
Let’s try and make next year’s event even bigger and better. 
 
Eric Halpin 
ehalpin@ripnet.com
 
 
 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca  
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The Treasures Report – For November – 2008 
By John Saunders 

The current membership for 2008 -09 Year is 43.  The yearly 
membership fee is still only $10.00. Inquiries may be forwarded to any MVAR club 
member. You will find about 12 to 15 of them at The Gourmet Restraunt on Saturday 
mornings between 07:30h and 09:00h in dining room or at Tim Horton’s in Almonte on 
Wednesday mornings around 09:45 until 10:30. Please help YOUR club’s leaders help 
YOU! [If you change your address, TELL ME! - If you change your phone number, 
TELL ME! - If you have e-mail, and you change your address, TELL ME! - by e-
mailing me at jsaunders15@cogeco.ca.  Or by calling me at 613-258-4
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243.     
The 2008-2009 memberships will be sold at the Monthly Meeting or at the Gourmet on 
Saturday mornings. David McCurdy will look after the memberships at the Saturday 

Breakfast and Tim Horton’s (Almonte) on Wednesdays. 
 
 

The RailLink Editor – WANTED - Model Railroad Articles for the RailLink. 
By David McCurdy   

Thank you to the members who have submitted articles for The 2008 RailLink to 
date. Please remember that this is YOUR club and if YOU want to make it exciting 
and active it is up to YOU to do so. The executive can put it together but YOU have 
to take part as well. If YOU have an article or photo of interest which you would 
like to share and have published, just contact David McCurdy @ 613.253.5519 or 
email: dmccurdy@sympatico.ca. or bring it out with you to breakfast at the Gourmet 
Restaurant.  Any photos or articles used, credit will displayed with article i.e. 
Photos by Author or Courtesy of -----The deadline for submission of items for The 
RailLink newsletter is by the 15th of each month. Thanks' again to all who have 

contributed articles, items and photos in the past for the newsletters. 
 
 

Video Library  By George Margita 

MVAR has a video library which is available at Georges place to all members who wish to 
borrow videos. The library is open on clinic nights. The policy is simple, sign it out and return 
it at the next meeting. Hopefully will have an updated list and maybe there will be some 
more video donations. If any of the members have DVD or Videos to share with the club 
members please let us know. 

 
 

 
Subject   RailLink for Slow Connections 
For all those on slow (dial-up) connections, we have instituted a new facility, beginning 
with the Sep 2008 issue. After David creates the .PDF file, he sends it to me and I 
remove all the cra....er..ah..garbage that the .PDF has in the background, and I break it 
up into a number of separate pages. You may access this special version by clicking on 
the HTML link under the usual date link on the Newsletters page. 
A couple members have already tried it, and seem to be very happy with it. 
 
Rod Goodwin 
Webmaster 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca  



Full Moon over the Falls
By John Soehner of greater Bolingbroke. 

A number of us have made it a 
practice to head over to the 
Smiths Falls Station and area 
on a Full Moon night to watch 
the action in the yard in the 
moonlight. We generally get to 
the Falls as the sun is 
setting. This means that each 
month we have done the "Full 
Moon over the Falls", the 
time changes each month.  I 

would suspect that we will be in front of the VIA Station some 
time around sunset. Part of the fun is getting to eat the "best 
smoked meat sandwich" west of Montreal according to John 
Delroy. We try to find a bit of time to go to the Smiths Falls 
Restaurant which is located in the small mall downtown on 
Chambers St next to the Giant Tiger store. We return to the 
Station area until we are too tired, too cold or too bored to stay 
any longer.  So far we have made it to about 2230 hours!  
 
The full Moon over Las Vegas (right) By Dennis MacTavish 
 
The Next Full Moon: Fri Dec 12.   
 
 

ANNOUNCMENTS 
 
The Big brothers and Big sisters of Lanark County have just announced January 24, 2009 as the date of 
their Toy and Train day at Civitan Hall, Almonte.  (9a.m. - 4p.m) One day only.  The MVAR group setting 
something up to promote the club and R.R. in general.  I have some ideas if anyone wants to chair a 
group. 
 

 
THE 2008 – 2009 MEMBERSHIP LIST AND MEMBERSHIPS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE NOVEMBER 
MEETING & THE GOURMET RESTRAUNT ON SATURDAY . 
 

 

NOTICE 
 
Effective Immediately the Ontario Midland Railway (OMR) is changing our work nights from 
Wednesdays 7:00pm-9:00pm to Thursday nights 7:00pm-9:00pm. As previously, visitors are 
welcome but strongly advised to call ahead (613 257-7769) to assure that the shops are open. 
 
 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
Please tell me what else you want to have in the RailLink newsletter. You can make suggestions 
about meetings, things to do, places to go, what you want to see.  
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Bob Summers received these photos from his friend, Walter Wills who lives in Texas. 
 
Today, October 23, 2008, was a big day in the life of “GrandPa’s Railroad,” The first engines ran the 
complete distance on Phase One track.  Much more work is needed before the big engines can pull long 
trains in our back yard. 

 
 
I have enclosed a few photos.  You will notice in the switchyard two additional tracks go to nowhere. 
 
The Yellow Street Car is on the Phase One 
Track. 
 
The Green Mack Switch Engine is on the Phase 
Two Track. 
 
The Red Lady Bug Engine is on the Phase 
Three Track. 

 
 
I hope you can understand the layout from these 
photos. 

 
 
 

Well Done Walter…  
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MVAR Held its First Annual Model Railroad Swap/Flea Market. 
 

Photos By Ron Legge    

 
 
 

TALES FROM THE OMR  By George Margita 
November08 

 

Almost two months have slipped by with very little of real significance to report here as the 
rolling stock repair shops have experienced a very disrupted agenda and the anticipated 
improvements and expansion have not occurred. But, thank goodness for those ever present 
rumors that provide fodder for many of these reports. The latest is very persistent and juicy 
if there is anything to it! It all seems to have started after a recent event at the OMR shops at 
Almonte where a major clean up and salvage operation was conducted in conjunction with 
some other local railways to trade or otherwise deal with surplus equipment and materials 
among themselves. In this process, the old OMR paint shop built and equipped some years 
ago but rarely used as such, being used instead as a storage facility, apparently revived some 

interest as a paint shop once again. Now, coincident with this event, I myself have actually been privy to some 
discussion about the OMR acquiring the services of a good lettering man or sign painter. If we match these rumors 
with bits of information together, we may indeed be looking at the strong possibility that the paint shop could be 
put into service some time this winter. I also know for a fact that many years ago, the OMR purchased a number of 
boxcars and in a misguided sense of urgency, took possession of them in unlettered condition. Add to that the fact 
that almost all the railway’s motive power was purchased over time from other railways and bears no indication 
that they are now OMR stock and you can easily understand all the buzz about the paint shop becoming active at 
long last! Anyway, that is the latest coffee break talk but as in the past, lets see what really transpires. 
 

 
 
 
 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca  
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Rail yards  From Wikipedia,   Edited By David McCurdy 

A rail yard, or railroad yard, is a complex series of tracks for arriving and 
departing trains, storing, sorting, or loading/unloading, railroad cars, 
storing/servicing locomotives. Railroad yards have many tracks in parallel for 
keeping rolling stock stored off the mainline so that they do not obstruct the flow of 
traffic. Railroad cars are moved around by specially designed yard switcher 
locomotive. Cars in a railroad yard may be sorted by numerous categories, including 
railroad company, loaded or unloaded, destination, car type, or whether they need 
repairs, cleaning or servicing like icing. Railroad yards are normally built where 
there is a need to store cars while they are not being loaded or unloaded, or are 
waiting to be assembled into trains. Large yards may have a tower to control 
operations.  

Many railway yards are located at strategic points on a main line. Main line yards are often composed of an Up yard and a 
Down yard, or The Large Yard or The Small Yard linked to the associated railroad direction. There are different types of 
yards, and different parts within a yard, depending on how they are built 

Freight yards

For freight cars, the overall yard layout is typically designed around a principal switching or shunting: 

A hump yard has a constructed hill, over which freight cars are shoved by yard locomotives, and then gravity is used to 
propel the cars to various sorting tracks. 

A gravity yard is built on a natural slope and relies less on locomotives.  

A flat yard has no hump, and relies on locomotives for all car movements. This is most popular with modelers.  

A large freight yard complex may include the following components: 

Receiving yard, also called an arrival yard, where locomotives are detached from freight cars, cars are inspected for 
mechanical problems, and sent to a classification yard;  

Classification yard by CN or Marshalling yard by CP where cars are sorted for various destinations and assembled into 
blocks;  

Departure yard where car blocks are assembled into trains;  

Car repair yard or RipTracks for reparing freight cars;  

Engine house or engine facility (in some yards, a roundhouse) to fuel and service locomotives.  

Other tracks that my be found in rail yards: A scale track, A caboose track, A stock track, A Team track, A 
wye, A car cleaning track, A piggy back loading ramp track, A container loading track and facility, A maitenance 
of way equipment track, A coach track or tracks. Unit trains, which carry a block of cars all of the same origin and 
destination, do not get sorted in a classification yard, but may stop in a freight yard for inspection, engine 
servicing, and/or crew changes. Freight yards may have multiple industries adjacent to them where railroad cars 
are loaded or unloaded and then stored before they move on to their new destination. 
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Run-round 

 
Sketch of a headshunt and run-round loop 

A headshunt or escape track is a short length of track provided to release locomotives at terminal platforms, or to allow 
shunting to take place clear of main lines.  

A terminal headshunt (Excape Track) is a short length of track that allows a locomotive to uncouple from its train, move 
forward, and then run back past it on a parallel track. Such headshunts are typically installed to allow the locomotive of an 
arriving train to move to the opposite end of its train, so that it can then haul the same train out of the station in the other 
direction. This works very well on model railroads as space is very limited.  

To 'Run round' is the practice of detaching a locomotive from its train, driving it to the other end of the train and re-
attaching it, to allow the train to proceed in the direction it has just come from.  

Team track 

A team track is a small siding or spur track intended for the use of area merchants, manufactures, farmers and other small 
businesses to personally load and unload products and merchandise, usually in smaller quantities. The term "team" refers to 
the teams of  horses or oxen delivering wagon-loads of freight transferred to or from railway cars. Earliest rail service to an 
area often provided a team track on railroad-owned property adjacent to the railroad agent's train siding. As rail traffic 
became more established, large-volume shippers extended privately owned spur tracks into mines, factories, and warehouses. 
Small-volume shippers and shippers with facilities distant from the rail line continued using team tracks into the early part of 
the 21th century. Improved highway systems and abandonment of low-volume rail lines made full-distance truck shipments 
more practical in and avoided delays and damage associated with freight handling during transfer operations.  

Most railroads in the U.S. and Canada use cardinal directions to describe the directions that lines on their systems run, 
although these directions often differ from actual compass directions. 

Typically an entire railroad system will describe all of its lines by only two directions, either west and east or north and 
south. This greatly reduces the possibility of misunderstanding the direction in which a train is travelling as it traverses lines 
they may twist and turn or even reverse direction for a distance. These directions also have meaning in conflicts between 
trains running in opposite directions. For example, many railroads specify that trains of equal class running East and South 
are superior to those running West and North. This means that, if two trains are approaching a passing siding on a single-
track line, the inferior westbound train must "take the siding" and wait there for the superior eastbound train to pass. 

These directions are often referred to as "railroad" north, south, east or west to remove ambiguity with the same compass 
directions. 

Branch line 
 
A branch line is a secondary railway line which branches off a more important through route, usually a main line. 
A very short branch line may be called a spur line. David Blyth Hanna, the first president of the Canadian National 
Railway, said that although most branch lines cannot pay for themselves, they are essential to make main lines pay. 
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RAIL FAN PICTURE OF THE MONTH  to MODEL – New for 2009 
These pictures should be of interest to modelers to try and model. 

By Dennis MacTavish 
 

 
 
This picture was taken March 30 2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
 
 
 
There are many loads that can be loaded onto flat cars 
and transported across the country or your layout.  
 
May of the toys can be found at Wal Mart and places 
like that.   
 
Below is a train No.438 leaving Ridgway with loads to 
be set out at Matterhorn where there is a new highway 
to Trout Lake to be built.  
 

Heavy machinery loads are common on the RGS 
 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca  
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Railroads, Wagons And The Space Shuttle - A useless fact (with a twist) about technology: 
 
The US standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails) is 4 feet 8.5 inches. That's an exceedingly odd 
number. 
 
Why was that gauge used? Because that's the way they built them in England, and English expatriates built the 
US railroads. 
 
Why did the English build them like that? Because the first rail lines were built by the same people who built 
the pre-railroad tramways, and that's the gauge they used. 
 
Why did 'they' use that gauge then? Because the people who built the tramways used the same jigs and tools that 
they used for building wagons, which used that wheel spacing. 
 
Okay! Why did the wagons have that particular odd wheel spacing? Well, if they tried to use any other 
spacing, the wagon wheels would break on some of the old, long distance roads in England, because that's the 
spacing of the wheel ruts. 
 
So who built those old rutted roads?  The first long distance roads in Europe (and England) were built by 
Imperial Rome for their legions. The roads have been used ever since.  
 
And the ruts?  Roman war chariots first made the initial ruts, which everyone else had to match for fear of 
destroying their wagon wheels and wagons. Since the chariots were made for, or by Imperial Rome, they were all 
alike in the matter of wheel spacing. 
 
Thus, we have the answer to the original question. The United States standard railroad gauge of 4 feet, 8.5 inches 
derives from the original specification for an Imperial Roman war chariot. Specifications and bureaucracies live 
forever. So, the next time you are handed a specification and wonder which horse's rear came up with it, you may 
be exactly right. Because the Imperial Roman war chariots were made just wide enough to accommodate the back 
ends of two war-horses. 
 
And now, the twist to the story...   There's an interesting extension to the story about railroad gauges and horses' 
behinds. When we see a Space Shuttle sitting on its launch pad, there are two big booster rockets attached to the 
sides of the main fuel tank. These are solid rocket boosters, or SRBs. Thiokol makes the SRBs at their factory at 
Utah. The engineers who designed the SRBs might have preferred to make them a bit fatter, but the SRBs had to 
be shipped by train from the factory to the launch site. The railroad line from the factory had to run through a 
tunnel in the mountains. The SRBs had to fit through that tunnel. The tunnel is slightly wider than the railroad 
track, and the railroad track is about as wide as two horses’ behinds. 
 
So, the major design feature of what is arguably the world's most advanced transportation system was determined 
by the width of a Horse's rear. 
 
Think about it! 
Author Unknown 
 
 
 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca  



‘The Great State of New York Train Show’ 

Yep, that’s the name of this annual first weekend in November train show in Syracuse, NY.  The show this year was held on 
November 1-2 at the local fair grounds from about 10-5pm.  Admission was $8 per adult.  Lots of free parking is there also. 
The show is held in two near-by large buildings that are heated, well ventilated and they have nice wide aisles so you aren’t 
all jammed up.  Food is available in both buildings with lots of seats for eating and resting those tired feet.  

There were several MVAR members at the show (John Saunders and I kept bumping into each other every few minutes).  
There were about a dozen OVAR members there also.  So it was nice to see a bit of a Canadian contingent present. 
 
This was my first time at the show and overall I thought it was worth the trip as it is somewhat of a local show (3-hr drive).  I 
can’t say I saw any super great deals but there were some very decent prices on some things.  But sometimes just to have the 
selection to choose from is important also.  For example, there were two dealers that dealt in detail components (I love those 
little detail things).  I picked up a pack of eight very detailed wood skids in white metal with no flash for $2.25.  I saw a 
dealer who was selling the new Bachmann Spectrum 44-ton switcher with DCC on board for $45.  Other Bachmann 
Spectrum steam locos with DCC and sound could be found for $150.  But all prices were not in line.  An example of this was 
a dealer in used older rolling stock, primarily truss rod 36’ equipment.  Now he happened to have two cars I would have liked 
(a T&NO and a CP reefer).  These cars had plastic wheels and I would have had to change them.  They were priced way too 
high at $18 each.  I don’t think this fella moved one item all day.  I only spent about $50 total but then again I don’t really 
need much either. 
 
The displays were very decent and I made note to tell the fellas that fact.  The HO-Trak guys from Ottawa and the G Men 
both had displays also.  All scales were in evidence in both displays and on dealers’ tables.   
So over all, I am glad I went and would recommend the trip (especially by car pool) in the future.  So make a note on your 
calendar for next year. 
 
Eric Halpin 
 
 
The 2 pictures below are from the September Dinner meeting. Below left is Doug Lake explaining his street car layout and 
Peter Delroy (Right) showing the template he purchased for making turnouts.  
 

 
 
 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca  

 
 

11



Coming Events and some things of interest that some members are doing. 
 
Smiths Falls – November 30 – The CP Holiday Train will be in town. Show starts around 19:15h. 
 
Carleton Place – Saturday December 20 – M.V.A.R Christmas Breakfast @ The Gourmet Restraunt. 
Time 07:45 – 09:00h. 
 
Almonte – Saturday Dec 27 @ 20:45h will be the 66th anniversary of the Almonte Train Wreck. Those who 
Are interested can meet at the memorial next to the tracks with there Tim Horton’s café.    
 
Ashton – January 22, 2009 - MVAR’s  Annual NEW YEAR DINNER -  Church Hall of Christ Church 
8948 Flewellyn Rd Ashton. Doors open at 18:00h Dinner at 19:00 
Program to be announced : 
 
Almonte – January 24, Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Lanark County are having 
2nd Annual Toy and Train Day. Almonte Civitan Hall. Saturday ONLY from 9:00am – 4:00pm. 
 
Ottawa – February 28  - Model Train Flee Market Sponsored by OVAR. St. Anthony’s Soccer club 
Sat 10 -2pm 
  
Kingston - March 21 & 22, 2009 – Kingston Rail O Rama Model Train Show.  
Ambassador Hotel  1550 Princess St 
 
York PA. - East Coast Large Scale Train Show – York Fair Grounds. 
March 28 – 29, 2009. 
 
York PA. - East Coast Large Scale Train Show – York Fair Grounds. 
October  22 – 24, 2009. (New For this year…).  
 
 
MVAR Executives for The 2008-2009 Year. 
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President:  Eric Halpin  613.264.9693   
Secretary:  Ron Legge  613.257.5110   
Treasurer:  John Saunders 613.258.4243 
Membership:  John Saunders 613.258.4243 
   David McCurdy 613.253.5519 
Program:  Mike Smithson 613.253.7532 
Club Archivist: Ron Legge  613.257.5110 
Video Library: George Margita 613.257.7769  
Newsletter:  David McCurdy 613.253.5519 
Webmaster:  Rod Goodwin  613.256.0551 
Web Site:  www.mvar.almontecentral.ca

     
  
 
 
 
  

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca  
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